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?:Humaylm succeeded Babur at the age of twenty-three. He was well-
Cdll(‘.sucd according to the standiard of his age. He knew several fanguages
and was interested in astronomy, and astrology.
Khanua; he occupied Agra.
But he did not possess his father’s

and was ill qualified for dealing with the problems

mathematics, philnsophy,
He took part in the battes of Panipat and

He served as governor of Badakhshan.
firmness of character

conlronting him.

Lanc-Poole ‘gives us a vivid sketch of Humayan’'s character : ‘He lacked
character and resolution. He was incapable of sustained effort, and alter
2 moment of trouble would busy himself in his harem and dream away
the predious hours in (he paradisc whilst his c¢nemies were
thundering at the gate. Naturally kind, he forgave them when he should
have punished. Light-hearted and sociable, he revelled at the table when
he ought to have been at the saddle.  His character attracts but never

dominates. In private life he might have been a delightful companion -
his virtues were Christian and his whole life was that of a gentleman. But
as a King he was a failure’.

Initial difficulties \/ oo W

npiu m-caters’

Humayun inherited ‘a° monarchy which could be held
by the continuance of war conditions: which in times of pe
structureless, and invertebrate’. The conqucests had not bee
no effective machinery of government had been created.
lacked cohesion. .Composed of Turks, Persians, Afghans,
Could be maintained as an cflective fighting force only by
of a ruler like Babur. The imperial ‘“‘““”'Y-'d““'““_! by Babur's lavish
distribution of presents among his friends outside India and i, offerings

) 1 central Asia, was a source of we: »
to holy places in Arabia and Central veakness to
n.
1

together only
ace was weak,
N consolidated:
The army also
and Indians, jt
the lt‘adcr.xhip

Humayu

Beyotid the " frontiers, there were powerful political forces arrayedd
—_ )him There were independent Sultanates in Malwa and Gujarar,
a?::l'“l lal;er was under a powerful and ambitious ruler. In Bihar .

the
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Mughal position was precarious, and Bengal was unsubdued. In this
castern region the Afghans, sullen and watchlul for fresh opportunitie;,
found a leader who cdipsed the fortunes of the Mughals.

Humayun had a number of rivals among his own relatives. He had
l}lré’c“ymmgcr brothers : Kamran, Askari, and Hindal. They had politi-
Jcal ambition but neither ability nor strength of character. Then there
/ were the ‘Mirzas’—members of the families of Timur and Chengiz Khan
who had joined Babar at his invitation. Some of them had on"rl blood
in their veins and were possible claimants to the throne of Delhi.

oy ﬁ—-....m* ) ) . .
Instead of facing these difliculties with resolution  and  foresight
Hnn‘mylm started his reign with o scrious blunder. He assigned the terri-

wrics of Kabul and Kandahar as also the western Punjab to Kamran:
Sambhal was assigned to Askari and Alwar to Hindal. Sometimes  later
Kamran, taking advantage of Humayun's ivolvement in hostilities with
/ﬁ’lhc Afghans, occupicd Lahore. Humayun not only acquiesced in  this
usurpation but also added Multan and Hissar Firuza to Kamran's assign-
ment. Kamran's territories cut off Hum: tyun f{rom Central Asia which was
the best recruiting ;_,round for the Mughal army. Thus political wcnknC‘-SS
was reinforced Dby military weakness. Moreover, Kamran's authority 10
Frissar Firuza gave him control of the high road between Delhi and the

Punjab.
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