’ﬁgfl_‘\he Tripartite struggle of il;e Pratihara—Pala—Rashtrakutas -
@36 century that followed the death of Harsha was marked by the
absence of a single paramount authority holding mastery over North
India for a considerable period. The kings of Kamrupa and Kashinir
made a bid for mastery and soon vanished from the scene. Yasovarmana
0t Kanauj rose like % meteor and then passed into oblivion. Ultimately
fhree peripherial powers viz, the M and Magadhs in the
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that Deva Pala suffered any defeat in the hands of the RB‘Shtrakutas.

’ @gva Pala won greab success.against Mﬂiu'a‘ _Bhoja_ or
sfter he ascended the Pratihara throne after Ramabhadr, Pratihan
Mihira Bhoja infused new spirit among the Pratiharas. The Daulatporg
Inscription states that Bhoja conquered Kanauj. But hig suecess wag
short lived. Deva Pala humbled the pride of Bhojs, towards the
closing years of his regini The Badal Pillar Inscription states that,_
Deva Pala’s minister Kedara Misra was instrumental in building the

pillar of Devapala’s success. Shortly after this Bhoja suffered defeats
ﬁ'%m the hands of the Rashtrakutas.

mentions

Bhoja. I

\The Pals power began to_decline after the death of Deya Pala in
850 A.D. Taking advantage of this Bhogg T quickly built his fortune.
The tripartite character of the struggle ceased due to Pala decline. The
pacific disposition of Vigraha Pala and Narayana Pala made them [
than a match for the warlike Bhoja. The Pala power declined i the
south due to Rashtralutg invagion. Bhojs I captured Kanau). Be
marched further eagt, nquered Bundel Khand and U. P. and reached
the bordere of Magadhg) The Kahla Plate stgter that Bhoja snatelé’.
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*{&IWE' and Gujrat, Thus Bhoja became the undisputed masfer of

orthern India and made the jgeal of uttara paths svami ( ©&FI# T4 )
: re&lity.

Bhoja I's son Mahendra Pala Pratihars followed up the success of
is father and conquered Gaya, Patna, Rajshahi and Dinajpore districts
f Bengal by defeating the Pa.la.s.'-:LIt appears that the Pala power com-
| __‘IQEG.IY CQE@-_E&@Q under the attack of Mahendra Pala. The Palas now
aniched from the scene.
(':I'he Pratiharas enjoyed undisputed sway. But Mahipala Pratibars

as attacked by the Rashtrakuta Indra III. In this struggle Mahipala
was defeated. It does not apper that the Pratihara power could recover
rom this blow. Long and protected warfare weakened the Pratiharas.

assal chiefs became turbulent, Pra.it','ha.ra. power too declined after the
alas. The tripartite struggle ended.)s
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