~ ~CHAPTER Iv /* |
EORIES OF THE ORIGIN QF KNOWLEDGE

: :v ) nalum as a theory of the origin of knowledge

“Rationalism is the theory according to which reason or intellect

tha main, if not the only source of valid knowledge. Knowledge

,,gwcn by the clear vision of the intellect. oy reason. * According  tos

ERationalism, the  self is essentially active and rational, and sensations

‘ acmdents to it. Knowledge, accardmg to ratwnahsts, is actively
go u@d by the self out of its own inner id

inner ideas with the M
b ich'is the self's true essence.)
m and Pl&to were the earliest Mma.hstlc philosophers.
._.. ding to them, . true knowledge originates in reason. Sensation
and echngs cannot glmm and’ the so-called knowledge

Swhich . segsauon and' feelings are supposed to give' us is variable
’ﬁ’“ ever necessary. (Rationalism formulated by Socrates and Plato-

~“and ' Lclbmz

The: rationalists differ amongst themsclves rcga.tdmg the preper
on, ‘of " sense expenenoi) But all consider knowledge derived
'th’ifexcmsc ~of reason unaided by observation, as absolutely
and. perfect. - Some ~ rationalists reject" sense-experience  as
eagmg.“r-an& others “atfach some value to it as giving us
‘knowledge‘ of thing and” qualme_sg’rh report
W‘”’;ﬁp‘;clgmc to the particular points of view of the-indivi-

‘and’ m;hge cannotbea.gyumvwsal agm@mcnt

I r e nyan' es wﬂh__‘[hc cha l" of time 2 * _-' '
wled oo— fid nm__r ry- T" possess
e IS  INcongce "vabIe The

came increasingly aruculate .in the phﬂ&ophms of . DCSCartes"z* vl
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mnatcsuchldeas would bcequally} sent.
1 be ‘universally ‘accepted.  But - there are ino
seems to show that "

contradiction.

@ knowledge consists in deducing truths from the innate self-

| evident ideas, the theories established by the rationalists should be
identical. But this is not the case. :

; “ Hence (the rationalistic con ___ti)m that true knowledge originates
din reason of_is wholly a priori is_untenable. The world of ours is

{ ot identical with the world B mathematics, Thus the¥ mathematical

g method cannot be the sole method of philosophy.: Philosophy deals
q with the concrete world of experience.

the source of the knowledge of the Wod%To say that true know-

lledge originates, in mwmaiaonc experience is unreliable is
4 sheer dogimvmw ‘ge! of the world that is obtained by
gllogical  deduction from certain sélf-evident jnnate principles must

one-sided and dogmatic.
T



