17.3 INDIA AS AN EMERGING POWER

With a population in excess of 1 billion and a gro

AN : : o growing influence
m international relations, India is likely to leap into the category

of an emerging global power. India’s foreign policy in the 21st
century is driven by the following factors:

. Economic growth: For decades, India’s GDP Growth Rate
was between 2 to 3 per cent. However, with the policy of
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state where our people can realize their potential— is what
our foreign policy makers must look at.
. Energy security: In view of India importing 70 per cent of its

oil and 50 per cent of .its gas, the Indian public is recognizing
the need for alternative sources of energy and being more
attentive to environmental concerns. At the same time, India
is open to the idea of Iran-Pakistan-India-pipeline as that
would ensure a reliable access to energy resources. Also,
under the US-India July 2005 civilian nuclear agreement,
India’s civilian reactors are poised for a big upswing and
by many estimates, nuclear energy is going to account for
nearly 15 per cent of India’s energy needs by the year 2020.

. Nuclear capability: With the 1998 Pokhran-II explosion,
India has been declared a de facto nuclear weapon state,
with estimated 150-200 nuclear arsenals at its disposal.
While India’s nuclear doctrine envisages a ‘credible,
minimum deterrent through land-, air- and sea-based
capabilities, India has opted for a 'no first use’ and ‘voluntary
moratorium on further tests’. Since the Kargil Conflict of

1999, both India and Pakistan have embarked upon a series
military, aimed

of meaningful CBMs, military as well as non-mi
at de-escalating tension between the two countries.
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India as a soft power: As distinct from hard
India has excelled in terms of nuclear Jﬂepuwﬂ Er'i“"-_'f_i‘t'ich
modernization and robust economic growth, Imia-s'h";h“"?
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vet, challenges to India’s claim to become an emerging power
emains. Twenty-six per cent of India’s population is below the
poverty line even after 60 years of India’s independence; 45 per
cent of children under the age of five suffer from malnutrition;
and 15 per cent men and 48 per cent women are illiterate. India
ranks 119th out of 177 countries in the Human Dex'elaEnE
Index, a ranking which needs substantial irnprm*eu;ﬂl;iﬂifm u:
f2ces several intra-state conflicts and the 5;0;1’5:; :ith g ol
the form of Naxalism, that needs to be addres

strategy.



