At the height of its glory, the Mughal Empire—an
essentially Turkish imperial power which ruled
from the early sixteenth to the mid-nineteenth
centuries—controlled most of the Indian sub-
continent and parts of what is now Afghanistan.
Although Babur, a Chaghatai Turkish leader,
laid the foundation of the Mughals in 1526 cE,
the empire’s classic period began with the acces-
sion of Akbar in 1556 ¢k, ending with the death

of Aurangzeb in 1707 cE. During this period of

the Great Mughals, the empire was marked by
vast acquisitions of territory, a highly centralized
administrative system that efhciently connected
these difterent regions, innovations in economy
and religion, and significant architectural activ-
ity—for many Mughal monuments, their most
visible legacy, date back to this period.

INDIA ON THE EVE
OF BABUR’S ASCENT

After the disintegration of the Tughlaq dynasty
the early fifteenth century, northern India fai
nolinical instability as both the Sayyids and

Lodis failed to cope with disruptive forces, Theip.
security of the Northwestern borders and the fre.
quent rebellions of the nobles added to the genery
political chaos and weakened the center furthey
While the Punjab in the north was under the holg
of Daulat Khan Lodi—who was opposed to [bra.
him Lodi's domination—Sind and Multan, to the
west of Delhi, had transformed into independent
principalities since the Tughlaq rule. The south
too was dominated by the powerful kingdoms of
Vijayanagar and Bahmani, with the latter having
broken up into the five independent sultanates of
Ahmednagar, Berar, Bijapur, Golconda and Bidar.
Meanwhile in all this political turmoil, the three
Central Indian kingdoms of Gujarat, Malwa and
Mewar were vying to retain their supremacy.
Gujarat was ruled by Muzaffar Shah I1, while
the power of Sultan Mahmud Khilji II of Malwé
was on the decline, During this period, under

. the leadership of the Sisodia ruler Rana 5ang

- Mewar was the most powerful kingdom. Malwas
ile soil and prime location as the key trade
te to the seaports of Gujarat madeita co\"ﬂf18
e for Mewar and Gujarat, as well & fOf_ t )
Besides, Malwa had other advantages™
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,;-:l_}' to procure good elephants ang served
huffer zone against the Lodis for both M ' Lr(
jarﬂl‘- The incompetence of the SUH:,;N:?
however, made the kingdom prone ;,v, ih-
trife; and not even the interventjop of its
prime minister, Medini Rai, coylq impmvz
tyation. Thus, conditions were ripe for Rﬁm
o successfully extend his influence ovc(r
ya and Gujarat, establishing his sway almost
Sletely over Rajputana with the occupation
Ranthambhor and Chanderi.
It was the same story towards the east, where
at Shah of the Hussaini dynasty was ruling in
The Afghan chieftains, Nasir Khan Lohani
4 AMaruf Farmuli among others, had succeeded
elping Sultan Muhammad Shah form the king-
, jaunpur. In addition to these kingdoms,
ewere other small Afghan chieftaincies around
.operaung more or less independently—such

Ta

hat of Hasan Khan in Mewat, Nizam Khan in
Muhammad Zaitun in Dholpur, Tatar
an Sarang Khani in Gwalior, Hussain Khan Lo-
jin Rapri, Qutub Khan in Etawa, Alam Khan
alpi and Qasim Sambhali in Sambhal.

The political situation in the Indian sub-
finent on the eve of Babur’s ascent was thus
plex to say the least. Analyzing these po-
a complexities, the British historian, Rush-
oke Williams proposed an interesting line
hought. Awarding the power of the Rajput
federacy with utmost importance, he pro-
6s that had Babur not entered India when he
e Rajputs—led by their illustrious leader
2 Sanga—would have captured power in
tthern India. Basing his assumption on the
urnama (Babur’s account of India), which
€5 to the five Musalman rulers—the Lodis,
‘at, Malwa, Bahmani and Bengal—and the
& Pagans’ (Rana Sanga and Vijayanagar), he
S that the regional states were aligned with
Other on the basis of religion and the Rajput
deraCY meant to establish a Hindu empire
ert}.’mWing the Islamic rule in India. Such
! Yations, however, are questionable as there
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1S 10 evidence t
hostile to each

In fact, admits
chieftains wer
Further, I‘nany

“ Prove that these powers were
other on religious grounds. Babur,
in his memoirs that many Rajput
¢ submissive to Muslim rulers.
Muslim chieftains, such as Hasan
Khan Mewati and Mahmud Lodi were part of
the Rajput confederacy formed by Rana Sanga
against Babur. It may also be noted that Babur
was more wary of the Afghans than of Rana
Sanga and it was Mahmud Lodi not Rana Sanga,
who proclaimed himself as the sultan of Delhi. In
this context, therefore, the theory of Rushbrooke
Williams becomes unacceptable when the his-
torical situation is analyzed objectively.
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