wilibrium.
mplete itself ¢




| *

I ‘ | 218 GUIDE TO PSYCHOLOGY 1
|

perceive is only a chaos of atomic sensat:ons) We grou
these discrete sensations together by experience &nl:l :a
i |.[

]

; them as forming a whole. William James 5;_55.'_?:.5.

w perception of an infant as a “booming, buzzing C{)nfugmnn -
b this he meant that in the perceptual field of the infant
takes any definite form, nmh

This view was, however, criticised by Stout, But('
subjected to severe criticism by a group of German psycho
| known as the Gestalt school. The fundamental tenet of
‘ Gestalt school is that awareness of pattern or the teﬁ
i | to organise the sense field is innate. Even a totally unfg
| object will appear to an infant as a form or figure, ie., asa
Wl & Gestalt (a German word which is very difficult to render, i
| English. It nas been translated as “form™, ‘pattern” or -‘-‘-eo
| figuration™). According to the Gestalt school, the perceptual
i field is an organised whole is not a mere aggregate of parr.a
|
!

Y

nir

By We perceive an object as a Gestalt, a whole, a patiern or i
With the growth of age, man reacts to the relations of thi
rather than to the things taken separately. Classical psychoi __;--.-:
attempted to reduce psychology to a kind of “mental chemis %
They assumed that any complex mental entity could be known
reducing it to its component elements. Gestalt school oppe
this atomistic approach, It will be ridiculous to analyse a
into its separate notes. We may do so, but it will des
internal structure on which the nature of the tune as

depends.
%;cordmg to the Gestalt psychologists, the very nature
per

s— ———

tual process is to form a figure in a ground.
is done against a background. Whenever we percei
Mﬂ it as a figure against a ground. Th *pﬂf'
fnnt is not ‘boammg, buzmng wnfnu«mn |
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man form saluting me. This cannot be called a

. We may, therefore, say with Ward that a pure

bsychological myth.

of the Gestalt theory of Perception

school of psychology has contributed a great deal
r@n Perc:ption organises the sense-field.
ersy has raged over the que stion whether this
se the sense-field is 1onate or learned by
sociationists are of the opinion that what we

.



