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"L Gautamiputra_Satakarni; Gautamipulra Satakarnj v,

greatest "6f the Satavanaha rulcrs wlho uchicx'/cnu:nlf; i”“""‘"""f:«] :
happy and fruitful century of Saluvnh.mu. rulg .l'llﬁr the .I.“"’" el
obscurity and ignominy duc to the foreign ll'(“’";’,""‘”'l We hay, |
wealth of materials about Gautamiputra oata arni’s rule in the N,
Prasasti inscribed by his mother devi .B-'llﬂ-"f I, years after hjy et
which is in the nature of a funcral oration by a disconsolate mofpy,

Gautamiputra Satakarni restored the fortune of the Satavahay,
dynasty which seems to have been submc'rgcd ll)cnca'l,h a wave of
Scythian invasion. First sixteen years of Gautamipulra’s reign e
to have been spent in preparation for an all-out attack upon the Kgh,
harata power, i.c., Sakas of the Kshaharata dynasty. He inflicteq ,
crushing defeat upon the Saka chicfs of Malwa and Kathmwar. penin.
sula. He thereby not only recovered his .anc.cslrn] dominions in
the Deccan, but also conquered large territorics in Gujrat and Raj.
putana.

His military scccess has been described in Nasik Prasasti of
his mother Queen Gautami Balasri or devi Balasri wherein he is
described as a unique Brahmana who totally uprooted the Kshaharata
dynasty and extirpated the Sakas, Yavanas, that is, the Greeks and
the Pahalvas, i.c., the Paithians. He is also described as the lord of
many countries including Northern Kankan, Anupa and Kukura. He
totally defeated Kshaharata ruler Nahapana and having driven him

out of Maharastra struck coins in his own name and put them into
circulation.

Under Gautamiputra Satakarni the Satavahana empire became 2
vast and formidable power. The empire comprised not only the
Satavahana provinces of Eastern Malwa, Western Malwa, the Namad?
Valley, Berar, Northern Maharastra, Northern Konkan but also W¢*
tern Rajputana, Surashtra. Gautamiputra has beenp styled as the Lord
of the Vindhyas meaning the central Rastern Vindhyas as well 28
Satpura hill, Western Vindhyas and the Aravalli, Travancore h:lls
Eastern and Western Ghats, as well as other mountaijn ranges %"
cling the peninsula of South India. Gautamiputra’s epithet
Samudra-toya-pita-vahana, i.e., one whose chargers drank waters

of
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o three SCAS in the east, west and south, th
Nﬂbiﬂn Sca and Indian Ocean shows the vag
Gautamiputra Sx_ltakurni is described

a charming af}d mdm|nt fncc_ with beautiful gait and with muscular
d long arms". He is. described as obedient to hig mother, reluctant
0 hurt even his offending enemy, of good manners, a ICI;OSitory >
gl virtues :mg good fortune and fountain of good manners, As a
King he was obcy.cd by- the ci;clc of all Kings”. He was solicitous
of the wclfarg of his subjects with whose woes he sympathised, helped
Jl people, high or low, levied taxes justly and prevented inierming-
ng of four castes, in order to prevent the growth of sub-castes. The

, weak and the suffering came in for his immediate attention.

Gautamiputra was great in war but was greater still in .peace.
He combined his military genius with statesmanship and with a re-
colute sense of public duty. He was instructed in all branches of
learning that make an efficient ruler. He based his administraticn
on the twin foundations of Sastric injunctions and humanism. To- |
wards the end of his reign Gautamiputra either due to his military
preoccupations or illness shared the responsibility of administration
with his mother devi Balasri.

He was the first Satavahana King who adopted the vedic meiro-
nymic Gautamiputra which was followed by his successors. There
are three Vedic gotras, Vasistha, Gautama and Mathara followed by
the Satavahanas. Satakarni’s metronymic was derived from Gautama.

The adoption of metronymics of only three referred to above was the
tesult of cross-cousin marriages among the Satavahanas.

Gautamiputra Satakarni appears to have lost most of the districts
he had conquered from the Kshaharatas to the Kardamakas who were
2nother dynasty of the Sakas. The Junagarh inscriptions of Rudra-

na corroborate the loss of territories by Gautamiputra (0 the
Kardamakas, The same inscription shows that most of the terntones
Which Gautamiputra had conquered from Nahapana came under
the possession of Rudradamana. _ S
*  Some scholars suggest that Gautamiputra Satakarni was identi-
¢l with Vikramaditya of Indian tradition, But this is not acceptable

Cause Gautamiputra Satakarni was of Pratisthana and Vikramaditya

o Ujjaini and there is nothing to show that Gautamiputra had assum-

ed the titfle Vikramaditya, nor had he founded any era known as
ikrama-Samvat.

at is, the Bay of Bengal, .
tness of his empire. -

(13
a8 “a handsome person with
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