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advoc~1 t~ ng their theories di tfcr in P'1•:1nv n:·•~nect(-' ·,1Jvn10 11 it1 'n 'iny 
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·respects they also agree. Takjng this fact into consideration ,ve rnay 

critica11y discuss the n1ain 'theses of E1npiricism.\ 

(I (The empiri_ci sts hold ;hat all our kr'.owkdge i~ deri ved from 

experience, by ·'.'h1ch they 1nean ~;ense-expenence or sc 11~c>-percr--p•tion. 

The)' think that sensations Jnd fer.)li ng~; ·are . ;he (:: nfy ~-,.ource of 

kno,:v!edge. J~1 fact :~ensat ions nnd ideas· arc ihe · on)y' t::l~iL:rfrds of 

kno\ V It~-~ f 0 e I<' n 1.·),vlec~ P ( ' (;i) J1 t,,' 1· ~-+ .;;: () f ') r~tr [!',) l ':.J' Jlf.J pr\•-· s 1· bI1·,, '°'C·"1·1 ,:··1. , .. :·c·· '1 (' \ 
· • t;, · • - · , .J ;::, • '--· _ ,1 , , \ ,. , , . t l. v .. '- , d , . .. ~! ., ,) . ~ .. , ', . " ·• •. l _. , ·1 

(2) Thf~ .. ~ff1piricists hold that the r/1ind is passive in receiving 
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~..- " ~ •. · · ., k • • ..1 ~ ,J ., , _ ,, i: ~ .. ~ ·~i , ... I..,.; \' ~ ,, 9 , - f:.. , ..) ,,'} '- • ,_. ! j .... '-' r\. I ,J .., ., ,, "4 "') , , "I' \ 1 \ l . 1. .,, ;_} t ' 

i • f":i~ . • . j '' f 'l . . • . I i 1 f 1 .h • d 
c 1 ·ieren t snr1p1 e ic ea:3 . .1e t~.mp1ncH!s aiso 1) 0 :/ . tnat t. c scn.3 :-:ruori.s an 

Fe-P-1 ·1 r: 0 , v·1,.. ; ,, \.., (' OI" C' '•'1· t~l1 'l·e· 1· \.,,._, v-n ·~1-i -f, ~· 1· o·f 1( 1')0\ ! I I'.-:.u--1 o·e ,, .... , ·, bar. ;c~ 1· lv 
.t "-" . ·"" ~ L·:- ' . i 1 ;.. ; ~ t ~.... .l ,,_;• t , , J '- ~ t { ;i "'.. A.,, ~. ~. '+ ~ .. . ,. .. .. t ,; ,.... ·.:-, ~ ,:J ! '"" I{. ~J 1 , ew t. J 

disconnected fro n1 one anc '·her. Th~~-v becon1e connected. onlv at the tirne 
,.' 

:" . 

of f~~}::~tion ot~ :c~o\vled~t) ·. _ . . . . 

(-',\.! he ernp1nc1sts rn. a1ntmn that then~ arc no innate 1~i ea;:,, .t\t cording 

to then1, '-.vhateve1~ ideas vve have~ \Ve have obta ined frl)rr! experience. 

Regarding innate ideas the ernpfricists point out that certai11 ideas nJay be 

pn~~sent in the n1ind fr·o,n o ur early boyhood but it cnnnot be said that 

any · of these ideas was present in the tnin~d a.t birth. In th is •vvay, the· 

e-.n· piricists deny the existence of any innate ide~ ' · · 

Ernpiricists believe that rnind a t the tilne of birth rernains i fke a blank · 

st: ., - and aU the i1npressions on ii ccnne through scnsc---experience. 

~ensation is the source of our k11ovdedge of extem:al o~ject;. R~:~flection 

is the source of our knov,Jedge of tht~ internal states of mind . .1\ccording 

• • • ' ~ , i ~.1. ::,, • , I .,. ,_. ,.. 1 . t. ., ,, . d "t·I· ::,, f " I - .• ,... \"•' t~ ' . 
to mnpn1c1sc; d u tne 1u : . .,a~ ,.,OIT1C ;O our min e1. 1t.r .rurn s~-H.·•J !( ... n 01 

.refl ection and th.ere i, ~; no oi'her third source from wh ich knc •v,,:' k:dgc can 

! · .. •. d ·" t? 1 ·, , .... , -~' 
' ~· \,,• , .. t · -: , . • L • • r. ·, .... '...l '.\ 
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---·. os ;ti ""''l" . Thcv contend that l .. he propos:t ion )is either ( i) synthetk• p up ~ l _,t, , ,'), ., . 

b · i- no~· nriori or (2) a priori bu1 not synthetic. . _ l. t . .- ., 1._1 _ (6) The empiricists ho.Id that values like tt:u1l:, go9dn_css and ~e:l~•;~ 
1 :. 

110 obiective reahty. These are ent1rcty relatrve to 11U 1 flo.iJ Dave J -circumstaiices and hence, are subjectively real. ValiJe iud~em.cnt:s express 
1n indivi.duars attitu~le, fa·vourable and unfavourable _ _ . 

the oli 'Jwmg dejects . 
· (1/~;npiricism declares sense-,experie~ce as t~e only source of 
knowle~e. They do not accept the role ot reason .1n tl11s context. So, • , ' 1 • l it has overesti1nated sense and underestimated reason \Vnen rt E'IS tneo 

to exp~in knov~l~d_ge) . . . . . . __ .. _ . . . __ . 
(2)~1e ernp1nc1s1n holds 1n1nd to be a _rass1v~ rec1p1ent ot ~en~at1un~ 

or sin1ple ideas. But modern psychologists point out that ideas can 
originate fron1 sensation only due to 1nind's activity. Sensations by 
them-selves are 1neaningless apart fro111 their interpretation by inteliect So 
as rerrds fonnation of ideas, 1nind is not passive but active~ 

(3 Kant does not accept the e1npiricists' contention that a1l a _ priori 
propo "tions are analytic a.nd that there is no a priori synthetic proposition. 
In his. opinion, an arithtnefical propositio11 like 7 +5 ~ ·12 is not an empirical 
ge1:1eralisation. •It is an a priori synthetic proposition~ The ideas of 12 is not 
by any means contained in the idea of the sum of 7 and 5) . 

( 4) f General truths, as the en1piricists think, caf1:not/4e based on · 
experi~ce alone. But the general statem~~r,t includes not only perceived 
instanGes but a]so unperceived instances. There is .. the necessary of 
experience to arrive at the general truth I t general truth is not \Vl;~nv 

•' aLri~::0

:;npiricists think that the difference between ,,., + ,,,w,, ' -· --1 , • i d L , t.: :, ;,: u; ;. , '- tl , 

p 0positions and empirica l propos iti oiy~ i'~ ;'.) di ftcrer,c ,:, , .. if 1,'='0."•· ,·.c. -1 n(~1 r,r ., 
of :~ind )'1 L.: this view i~ not COin;c~ ·in- ! (:ai it; · · "' ,,, · " b ' ·~ ,, c. • · ""' 

. (5) (:v 1e empiricist_ th~~fy of val ue:, is not safofactory. Thal vaiuc 
Judge~11~11ts express md1v1dual's ap,ir~val or disapproval, liking or 
d1s~1k1~1~ car§· .~t b: held to be correct.,,K!1ese things vary from individuat !0 111_d1v1dual. fheir staten-1cnts inv6lve iogical contradiction as they arc 
Judgm~he ~ame proposition from opposite sides. 
r ( ?) he e1:1piricists ~ are inconsistent in their vie\vs. Sorne of thern 
.:1drr11t " Cx'lSterice of trans~· d t I: 1· · :; • · " _ ., _ • : • • - l t... • - '--en en a rea 10tles= vvtule son1e do nor. ,, 0. n p e n1 !"' I r-1 ... ',,.. t b . . 1 • , • ,_\ !-. ~ .,, • . ()H .C,~ s es1 c1es SP.1·1s•-:.. c,xp ·· r· ::l.'11(' • ' ' • , • . 1 " - _ , ., -., ~ __,-1_,, _,, },:;, ll,•J e feCfl Op ·::::, .c, r''('if l '"-•·• , ,·, ' · 1· ·· ,• .. .,. .. ll .. ✓ . , ,,,, •-c .:J ,_.,~. vl .ft•~'-- ·.;J, i i !: i.~, . ..-i!j{ ) !'1 
etc . as so ui:ce ot)knovvledge. So 1!--wv -c1 .-mot b""' re cr•}rdnd -gcing empiricists. · · · -· ~; ·· · _· - ., ' 0 ~ " ,i.c; fri ,:, ,,gn 
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8 ~ ~~e3~J<nc~~ ~ <i~<IJ (Main Thesis of Em • • . ) 
· · p1r1c1sm g 

~ <lJl~ ~ ~ ~WI ~ <l>-?Jti'.! :elrnliS/'1 ~ 1 

~ ~ ~fu <lJl~ ~ '6lf\bi'il3~/<fl()f-?J <lJl~ 1 \51R,iM~f<ftV'R:r c~~.q 

~ ~l~~ ~<1\!)Bf"ft ~ ~(3l(.~ ~WT~-(~)~-~~~~' (~) 1{f@ci~­

~~-~, (~) ~-~,JJSI~ ~'{?, (s) ~MijJf-~~~~ ~ ~<r, (<C) ~-~~~ 

~I - <U't~ ~~ \!lC.~~ ~ ~Ull\St~ ~ I 

.JII ~-~1-..WliS ~-:i<lt'f (Epistemological Theory) : 

~ ~ ~\!)j~-~ (~ ~\!)J~'i '8 ~~~~) ~tt-i~ 

~ ©~~9f ~<rm <r~c.iii'B ~~ '8 ~~ '51N,~'-!>f<ftq)cq~ ~<1J ~ 9fi~ 

~(]~ I ~~ ~~ ~ ~l'-!>~J ~<rrn <r~Ccif'-8 ~~ '51N,~'-!>t 

'6lN)f¾'&~lc.<1 ~ ~<rBT <rC.~il ~ I ~9i~Cij~-~ (Ctl~--l-~CGi~ ~), 

~ - ~N,\$3~t-f4'e~ ~Qft~ 9i~~>tt~ I 91~'-!>>if~ ~ ~ ~~ (Contin­

gent), ~ ~ ~ 9ft@ ~rn ~~'8 ~ 9fi@, ~~~ >i~l<1J I '51N,~'-!>rn '8~ 

Pl~~ -l1 ~ ~ ~ es1~ >1~<1 ~ 9fi@ ~, ~'8 ~N,183\!>Jcit~ ~ ~~, 

'6l<P'1J~<l srn I es1~~1~~ '5f1C~~ (inductive )-9l<JC<l~r.1 '8 ~'i-H~~ I C<1ea1H<P 

~ '5f1C~f~ ~'€~ ~ es1~ ~ ~ 1 ~ '6 \SiJlfilN><P ~'6 C<leaJH<r 

~tc~~ ~ ~N,es'-!>f-~~~ 1 '~ + ~ = s' ~~ ~ eal--iffl '51~ 'FJJ~c\Si~ ~ 

~~ ~ ~b--o0
' ~~ \SfJ1~N><P eal--iffl'-8 ~ ~N,ea'-!>t-H~~ 1 f~N,fi c~c~ ~ 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ( C<l~--l-~ ~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~~G1, ~ <tScifC~~ ~ 

~~<tscif~, ~'6l1~~ ~~~~) 8ff'5'f~~~,~ 8 ~~'-!>C<l~ 

~ <lcif C.'-!> 9f® '~ + ~ = 8' I C\!>~H, ~~ Qi~\Si ~~~- ~ ~<f, '-!>tC<tS 

~f¾~~tc<t 9l<f'c.<1~r.1 ~ · \!)[.<1~ ~ <IW 'Rl~c.\Si~ ~ C<Pte~ >i~m ~ b--
00 

,, 

~ffilH<ts ~ '6 ~ eat c~~ ~~ ~~ ~ 9fi~ ~ 9fi~ {<tS<lciJ 

~~ I ~ ~ eat--l~ 91~\!>>it~ '8 >i~l<lJ, ~'6 ~ e3IC--1~ ~ ~'€~ 

~1<1J~t~~ ~9l~l1\!>~IC<l C<fP't I . / 

~~ i61N,Q~t<ll~hH (Ctl~~-~) iMIC~;gr ~~ ef<f)lc;gr;gr Y!§;qc~ ~ 

~ ~~~ ~c;gr~-i.51N,es~r-f4~;gr ~1c;grl~iii<tS >t~l;qJ-~ ~<f~ ~R,ea~t­

~~ ~<i<J11~iii<fS <5t<1-1Ji&<1 ~ I ~91~cq~ ~, ~lc~l~1iii<P l<1e3l~<ts ~ 

~~ '5lBr '-5110l~iii<I> ~ 18 <jf,s,•flait-::1 wr-, ~ I 1'.<liealf.l<I> ~ 

~i&3\5f-~~; ~ '8 ~AtlCtli~ ~ ~feea"bt-~~ I ~, ~71~1 
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9~ 
.-.......--,;;r i ~~ ~ ~MvtJ<ts ~ ~Piefrf ~ ~ 

(non-sense) <l&l_C~ · <Ji <ts~<t5~~ '5l~ ~-~ ~ ~, ~~ 
(Pseudo-propos1t10n) ~' . ~ ~ ~ 
~ ,~, '5TQf<TT 'fir~'-~ <fG11 <Jffi .:rt I . . ~~, 

( Cc) ~-JJ~~ lt~<lllf (Axiological Theory) : 

0 iM\!)Jr?f '89Bf ~~?l ~ '!l~J<ll!5<P <ff <f~1~G'1<P <ff<PJ (factual or d . '511'-!:'= • _ _ escn t· 
-....1.--r =?rt ~ ~ ~<1<P <l1 ~i;-jJ>rb<ts ~ ( 1 . P tve statement) ">W~ ~-~ 1 ~ 1~, ,~~"!3 <!._ ~ eva uative stat 

. ) -~ ~ ~ ....,____ ernent) 
~ ~ <fffi ~I~,~ (~"f '8 >J-vre31 -i:l 'OWf ... l .. 1,,,.,, ~i:j_ll1-i:l ~ ~ ~~ 

;rn I '51R,@3\!)B:f '8~ ~ ~ <fG1i <Tm ~ ~ i5l~ ~ ~ ~~' I ~~ 
@1•Nrnt <ft<t5J ~ ~ 9ft@, ~ @ ~ ~ '8 ~C'!) 9ft@ I ~' ~ ~ ~ 
~"f ~ ~$r ~ ~ ~' .:rt ~ ~ Qfrt ~ I C'!l~f.q, ~ <r~ ~ ~ 
~ ~®~ <f1<f5JfG ~ ~' ~ ~ fii~ ~ I <11~ M<P ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~, <r1'&M<f5 ~ ~ <f5(3l ~ ~ --TI ~ ~-f.qm~ rn ~t • ~ ~, 

m, '51 N;, i.M '!l@ '891?f f.q~-j:j ~ <fG1t <rm .:rr ''¥fW ~, '5f~ ~ ~ ~ 
~ ~ <fSC?l~· , '~'-c<ts ~ (J)f"<f Nm (Yf~ <Tm 'c>THtzj"c<fS' C'!l~f;i ~ ~ 
~ (Yf~ <Tm -TI; C'!l rn@ ~~ <JG1t'°C<P ~ ~ ~ "f ~ ~ ~ ~ 
~~ C\!)~f.q ~ ~"f ~ ~ <lffi -TI I~ <p~, '!l~ ~ ~N,Q~l~ 

m~ ~ <lffi { ~J C<fS ~ ~ ~ 1111 ~ ~ ~~ ~ciiP£6<P 
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