


advocating iheir theories differ in many respects though in many
respects they also agree. Taking this fact uno consideration we may
critical]y discuss the main theses of’ Empiricism.

(1Y The empiricists hold ihat all our knowledge is denved Jrom
experience, by “vhich they mcan sense-experience of sense-perception,
They think that sensations and celings are ‘he onfy source of
knowledge. Tn fact sensations and ideas arc ihe omly muturials of
knowleglge. Kni owledge consists of octual and possible sensations.

v’

(2)( The cmpiricists hold  that the mind is passive in rgw’vmg

sensations. 1t becomes active when if forms complex ideas by combining
different simple ideas. The smpiricisis also hokd 1k t the sensations and
feeling  which constitute  the matter  of i\now ledge #ic bmumily
fhog,onm_ sted from one ang her. They become connected only at the time

of for nation of knowiedgé}

The empiricists maintain that there are no innate ideas. A eording
10 them whatever ideas we have, we have obtained from gxperience.
Regarding innate ideas the "U‘p“;t ists point out that certain ideas may be

present in the mind from our early boyhood but it cenmot be said that

any of these ideas was p"u»g in the mind at bxrth In this way, the
piricists deny the existence of any innate idea

e"“' ' A L

ists believe that mind at the time of birth remains ke a blank
mr;\,nem:e

Empiric
Ste and all the impressions on il come through scnse
Sengation is the source of our knowledge of external objects. Reflection
s the source of cur knowledge of the internal states of mn‘"E According
2l the ideas some to our mind either from sens: ition or

0 e:m.piricistr
no oiher third source from which knowisGge can

w'ﬂe“t%rm and there 18
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' ' i - i , -r (1% evnthetic
p wpositions.  They contend that the proposition is either (1) synthe

bt not a priori or (2) a priori but not cgymheﬁc e

(6){The empiricists hold that values like tuth, goodness and best
ﬁave no objective reality. These are entircly relative 1o humarn
circumstances and hence, are subjectively real. Valuegudgements CXPIESS
an individual's attitude, favourable and unfavourable

As « theory of the rature ard origin of knowledgd empiricism has go.
theNfolipwing defects

(1)\ Empiricism declares sense-experience as the only source of

knowledge. They do not accept the role of reason in 1!11& context L.)Q
it has overestimated seuse and underestimated reason when it has triec
to explain knowledgé) -

(2)\The empiricism holds mind to be a passive recipient of sensations
or simple ideas. But modemn psychologists point out that ideas can
originate from sensation only due to mind's activity. Sensations by
themselves are meaningless apart from their interpretation by intellect. So
as regards formation of ideas, mind is not passive but active.

(3) Kant does not accept the empiricists' contention that a¥f a priori
propositions are analytic and that there is no a priori synthetic proposition.
In his opinion, an arithmefical proposition like 7+5 = =12 is not an empirical
generalisation.-It is an a priori synthetic proposition. The ideas of 12 is not
by any means contained in the idea of the sum of 7 and 5

(4)(General truths, as the empiricists think, cannot‘be based on
expericnce alone. But the general statemeryt inciudes not only perceived

instanees but also unperceived instances.| There is. the necessary of

experience to arrive at the general truth |
a posterion,
Some empiricists think that the (i"t’“fcrci*vc between mathemsatios!

Aol E

t general truth is not wholly

P ch\m(ms and em mx«,m })I’OpLx.m) 15 s 2 difference of decree and not
of kind. ),H this view is not correct in u“lh?x )

(5) \Vhe empiricist theory of values is not satisfactory. Thai value

judgemdnts express individual's approval or dlSui)r‘r(;VJx.. liking

2 or
disliking cangot be held to be correct. Yhese things vary from individual
to dividual.

o in Their statemerits involve Jogical contradiction as they are
judging the sAme proposition from oppesite sides.
(6) [The empiricists are incons sistent in their views.

admit th Lxmwc,t. of transcendental ?e,m txef
Soine ('m hiricists, besides

Sore of them

S sense- FY[uamw“ recognise notion, intuition
cte. as source of l\nmvmj% So they

‘cannot be rcga‘e*dcd as thyouoh
‘F(‘!'](T erryp l’ ]gtg’ ) = s
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