T T Tsmwwvaacy. pxplain the features of
liberal-Democracy. .

democracy is a qualified
basic norms are :

(@) an elected and res
consent of the people.
(b) freedom of thinking and speaking,

(c) rule by majority and voice of the minority should not be
ignored. S |

In the light of above, we may point out the fundamental
features of the liberal democratic system.

First, to-day, the liberal democratic System does not believe
In the mystic notion of the divinity of the State. Rather, the
cxponents of liberal democracy firmly assert that the State is
1 means for the realisation of the greatest good of the largest
1umber of people. The model contributes an incidental element
hat the authority of the State (Government) is limited by the
undamental laws and conventions of the land.

Secondly, the liberal democratic system is marked by the
wltiplicity of political parties. Alan Ball says that there is more
lan one political party competing for political power. Political
arties contain diverse interests and provide channels of
mmunication within a socio-political order to the development
‘a liberal democratic nation-State. Besides, the opposition is °
e life-breadth of liberal democracy. There should be strong
d well organised opposition party to criticise the workings of
¢ Government in order to alert and educate the public opinion.

ponsible Government baséd on the
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Fifthly, the liberal democracy 1s chara;te};‘lseinesyth e
principle of universal adult guffrage. As Alan- a O{Jf ; h.ere
are periodic (2-5 years) elections ban':d‘ on universal fr .rc';c 1se.
Again, as the liberal democraw: political system provides an
elected representative Governmeny; iree and fair electlgns tak_e
place periodically to enable the electotatfe to exgr(:lse-thelr
franchise through secret ballot. Again, it is only Inga liberal
democracy, people may change their Government, if necessary
by Constitutional methods. Such a system guarantees freedom
of thinking, writing, speaking, elections etc. to influence the
working of the Government. | _
Sixthly, the liberal democratic system stands on the principle
of limited Government. The powers of the three organs
(legislative, executive, and judiciary) are separated and also
inter-connected by the doctrine of checks and balances, both
| in Parliamentary and non-Parliamentary political systems,
three organs of Government have their respective areas of
jurisdiction. ‘But the representative Assembly has some form
of control over the executive, and the judiciary is independen
of both executive and legislature. '
Seventhly, in a liberal democratic State, the people have the

right to express their views and grievances so as to mould public
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(,pinior} which the Government need not and cannot falsify
There is a substantial amount of independence and frccdon;
from Government control of the mass media. i.e.. radio
television, newspapers. In some"liberal dcmocra,tic c.é)untries,
(for example, Switzerland) the devices of initiative, referendum
and recall are introdu€ed to check any possible a}’)use of owe;'
by the Govermment. 'y

Eightly, 1n l.iberal democracy, the competition of power is
open not secretive, and based on established and accepted forms

of procedure. Besides, entry and recruitment to positions of
political power is relatively open.

'Ninti.:ly, .the l_iberal democratic State lays emphasis on
secularism 1mp13i'1r-1g freedom of conscience and morality. The
State has no official religion or ideology of its own to impose
it upon the people by means of force and fraud. In liberal
democracy, every person 1s entitled to profess, practise, and
propagate his own religion. i

~ Tenthly, there is an independent judiciary in liberal
democratic system. That is, there is an independent and
impartial judiciary to act as a check on the arbitrary exercise
of power either by the legislators or by the administrators.

Lastly, pressure groups are able to operate to influence
Government decision. Associations such as trade unions,
chambers of commerce, and other voluntary interest groups
are not subject to close Governmental control.

The political systems of Britain, France, the United States,
Germany etc. can be grouped together under the lebel “liberal °
democratic”, therby stressing certain important characteristics
mentioned above that liberal democratic system possesses in
contrast to other political systems like autocratic and socialist

political systems.
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I socialist political system

state its and features.

Ans. Socialist political system is a Ne€W pattern or modern
types of democracy. [t thoroughly rejects the design of a liberal
democracy and instead offers the model of people’s or proletarian
democracy. The concept of socialist political system is based
on the ideology and programmes of Marxism-Leninism. It is
the transition from capitalism to communism. According to
«Socialist democracy 1s @ political system which gives
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Again, as Lenin said—socialist dcmc.)cracy is a million tim,
more democratic than any bourgeois clcmocracy. The- baaic
principles of socialist democ.racy can be found in countrieg like
the people’s Republic of China, a{1d Cuba. :

Let us now analyse the basic features of the Socialjgy
democracy.
(1) Socialist democracy implies the rule of th('t working clasg
[t not only guarantees the rights of the working people, but
also provides conditions for the masses to exercise them. They
actively take part in the political life of the country and in all
public affairs through their wide participation in State bodies,
(2) Socialist democracy ensures equality in economic, socia],
and political fields. In its economic sphere, it means removal
of major social evils like unemployment, starvation, disease
and like. Hence, it desires common ownership of the meansg
of production and distribution of goods. Lenin said, political
liberty without economic equality is a sham.

~ (3) In socialist democracy, people are sovereign and the
source of all political power and authority. It means absence

of class distinction and exploitation of any kind. It desires social

equality ensuring the dignity of labour and worth of the
ndividual. '

; st democracy is the
electiveness of all bodies

CH
okl

ra
fre




CHAPTER-1 : POLITIGAL'SYSTEM
of oJols ’ <
rae€, sex, family background. Hence, a person must enjoy his

reedoms and rights in such a way as not to infringe upon the

interests of the State and the rights of other people. However,
in socialist democracy, the State authority places the economic
and social rights above the political freedom.

(6) In socialist democracy, there exists only one political
party—the Communist party. No other political party is allowed
to function in the society. The Communist party is the
vanguard of the working class and the leading and guiding force
of the society. It exists for the people and serves the people.
The Communist party armed with Marxism-Leninism,
determines the general perspectives of the development of
socialist democratic society.

(7) Under the socialist democracy, the State authority has
at its disposal the press, radio, television. Again, it controls
the schools, universities, scientific and cultural institutions.

However, the socialist pattern of democracy is not an
improvement upon the model of liberal democracy, it is a racial
departure from it. The need of to-day is to humanise people’s
democracy and to socialise liberal democracy in a way that a
better and more equitable model of democracy can exist.

15
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follows - .
Firstly, in a Parliamentary system, we can find two types of

Government like nominal leadership and real leadership
nominal leadership ‘does not expose his/her power, where é':s
the real jeadership does €Xpose his/her power. The nominal
executive, either a Constitutional monarch or a titular
president, 1S charged with ceremonial leadership, symbolising
the unity, real or alleged of th_e Nation-State. the real executive
consists of a Cabinet or council of ministers headed by a Prime-
minister. The nominal executive may pOSSESS certain powers
or may exert personal influence but cannot act without

ministerial advice
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assembly, The Governm

€ parties that form a 'm“jO'g'iy in t
ent is i i sponsible to t
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Vote of censure the Government s expected to resign.
~ Thirdly, collective responsibility of ministers is anothg
feature of Par]imnenlary Govenment. Collective rcsponsolb.lllty
Mmeans that ministers share-rcsponsibility for the decisiong
taken by the Cabinet. All ministers must defend Cabing
decisions from attack. If a minister is defeated in the assembly
for carrying out a Cabinet decision, the Government shouly
accept defeat.
The Parliamentary Government 1S,

] : . _ time |
of executive and legislative leaders Aip and, at the same mq_
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Fourthly, in Parliamentanr system, there 1S ._a '
relationship between executive legislative and judiciary-
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Finally, under a Perliame tary system we can find different
political situations. Party-
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