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FEMINISM IN INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

International Relations (IR), bein

nations within a changing pattern g a discipline studying the politics amun

last of t of power relati
ast of the body of knowledge to be inﬂuen:e:)lgatt;:znfg th‘em, v -
eminist

Women have alw
ays ai s e
been predominantl;’ lr?.::l‘:i“tc_d hidden’ in International Relation:’e m}-‘:‘eui“'
flee e w1ways 1 thc POrURONPERY Hdd i A itematioqal GUHE
orefront and women as heads of states or dip:; politics,
N omats are

hard to find. If o IR :
S anck of L:::fml:nno::; ::1 cllnlcrnat.mnal summits like the G-8 or the UN
the Buropean Unioh o1 SAARC. fte titter Crtadt i e ide
number of women. So, where do wt f':tll;bcr of men is always greater than the
long, women have been located as wivgs \}/Zf_“en in international relations? For
.(?omfort women’ for military [;el'S()nn(; B:P]l)mats,wwcs of politicians or as
victim of decisions taken by men in in(ic. U_t women have always been the
peace. During war or ethnic clashes or se :::tt"otnal politics regarding war and
victims and in the aftermath too eSPGCIi)all lisf Eovements, they are the worst
country as refugees, their conditic:;ns bccomg depl C?’bare forced to. leave their
become victims of trafficking, trading in wom:I? w0rdkle. In peace time, women
tourist industry flourishing globally, Thus, itis n qr SIS OF easy recruits in sex
of the . ) : _ = ot justified to keep women out
, purview of any sort of discussion in the discourse of International
Rﬁ‘lallO.ﬂs From the late 1980s and 1990s, attempts were made for re-evaluati:n
of tfad}t10ﬂill IR theory from the feminist perspectives, which opened up a
space for gendering International Relations.

Sf:v'eral conferences and published literature marked a new outlook for
examining world events. Jean Bethke Elshtain’s Women and War (1987),
Cynthia Enloe’s Bananas, Beaches and Bases: Making Feminist Sense of
International Politics (1989), J. Ann Tickner’s Gender in International
Relations: Feminist Perspectives on Achieving Global Security (1992), V.
Spike Peterson and Anne Sisson Runyan’s Global Gender Issues (1993), and
Christine Sylvester’s Feminist Theory and International Relations in a
Postmodern Era (1 994) made their mark in the early 1990s.

Several international conferences also paved the way for highlighting
women’s issues. The important among them were Mexico Women’s Conference
(1975), Copenhagen women’s Conference (1980), Nairobi Women’s
Conference (1985), Vienna Human Rights’ Conference (1993), Beijing
Women’s Conference (1995), and the like. The year 1975 was declared as the
International Women’s Year and 1976-1985 was declared as the UN Decade
for Women. These were milestones in bringing women issues to the forefront.
The adoption of UN Convention on the elimination of All Forms ::1
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAVY) ‘(1979) and' the UN Ge;;;g ,

Assembly Declaration on the Eliminatior:. f’t Violence Against Wo;na;n ('Ihrel
symbolized the victory of Women's political campaigns hel: gll;-stug Ty
conferences also boosted the launch of feminist thought into the . They

were the Millennium.: Journal of International Studies Conference at the






i A ference at the Universit
don S hoolhof Economics (1988); S Cm:wallcslcy (1990).
Tonadl Ccalif ia (1989), and the Conference &t the International Studie,
Soutlherlngw .orngbate led by J. Ann Tickner 10 suggested three types of

o 10 4 3 : uarfef G e IR B
Association’s International Studies O the lack 9f msalf:;tcﬁw mS::l:i:]m
misum:lerstanding,s e wcr;;gy are: (i) mis““f’"“a"dule divides. Ticknerﬁ
regarding w.(.)ma'n s issues. Yl ad (i) eplst‘?,.nolog iem- A ‘Feni
of gender; (ii) different ontologIes; of Political Realism inist

her Hans Morgenthaus ki formulation of Morgenthau_’s six
inant perspective ip

Reformulation (1988) the domi '
principles of Politica e in nature, focusing only on

International Relations
power politics.
Therefore, T
international politics,
main concern is to offer
They were: - . 5.
Objectivity is culturally defined —and 18 associated with masculinity —
e Objectiv !
so objectivity is always partial.
e National interest is multi-dimensional
(or should) define it.

e Power as domination and control privileges masculinity
| significance — cannot or should not

prescntcd a_reror
] Realism, which 15
and very much masculin
as only “a partial de_SCfi[?tion of
ded masculinist bias. Her
f certain realist principles,

m
ly embed

lation” O

ickner criticizes realis
» owing to its deep
“feminist reformu

_ so not one set of interests can

e All political action has mora
separate them.

e Perhaps look for common moral elements.

o Feminists deny the autonomy of the political realm — building
boundaries around a narrowly defined political realm defines political
in a way that excluded the concerns and contributions of women.

However, contemporary world affairs have forced the feminist to face
challenges and consequently respond to, analyze, and confront forces of
globalization and fragmentation. Globalization with its market forces has
severe impact on women. It affects and often devastates women’s lives, family
and livelihood, and drastically reduces political space for making claims
against the state. Further, the political identity movements producing ‘new
wars,” mostly in non-western states, have women as victims in such movements.
I’lf;h;;ii;(;;:;l th;si;,it ::;::1 tic;(:lvegpmcnt; need a . fem?nist und’crstanding of
fundamentaiism funcﬁonin’ ar and peace, ‘ 1ldent1ty conflicts, religious
, fu g of the global political economy and impact of

If](;rcfiil()f glo!)allzatlon. Unfqrtunately, despite sincere efforts of the feminists
Still remains a male-dominated field. International Relations scholars havt,:

A inclusi o
think beyond the issues of power and n: slons and it is very hard for them to

question of politics among nations.



