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fhie view  ahat ke States are
identical with ceriain physical states of b

Or, Explain clearly the content of the ldentty theory of the
mind-body relation. |

Ans. According to the Identity theory, there 1s no difference
between physical action and mental action. Mental action is identical
with physical action. When a person says that he is in a special state
of mental state then some actions or physical events are occurting in
his cerebrum. There is no difference between this physical events and
related mental events. In reality, these two are identical. It is not that
we are conscious about the particular physical events of brain. From



this it is false to say that there is only a close relation between
physical and mental event. In this case, the relation is the relation of
identity.
Here objection can be raised with the »vord ‘identity’. I 1 o
he of two tvpes—Qualitative ldentity and Numerical iémnl’:}en.“) e
When we say that two brothers Ram and Shyam are identical we
want 1o say that they nave same qam!tf'm or features. In cases like this
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We o 0hea say that Rd'ﬂ canitot be 1f1\,5!.ﬂ%.1dtf’d fron L”l)«lln Here

identity means exactly same. But when we say that all objects of the
world are unigue or when we say that one object cannot be like the
other, then it has to be understocd that the word ‘Identity” is not only
Hsed i the sense of gualitative ideniity, but also ug d in the sense of
nnmeerical identity. When two objects or persons are considered in
s'eSpes::t of their qualitative idemlty then it s not said that all their

qualities are exactly same. Qualities can be of different types. Objects
and persons exist in particular space and time and if we consider this
thing as quality then the two objects and things can have same qualities
except being in same space and time. This on?y difference will
differentiate one from the other. Only one aJE:; or nerson can live in
a4 particular place in a particular time, Wheir we see many persons in
a particular place we do not usé the term "place” in a strong sense, In
the true sense two obiects can never be igentical or Same? hecause

ects acquire two -:E;ﬁ'w“,nt places. So, by nemerical identity we have
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dchow are not same hut dlﬁ rent. Pox mmp]c when we say that 1
feel extreme fear, then the me eaning of that is not that my mind is in
a Sp&-ﬁ:i“.l state. The meaning of these twa sentences i« different. Byt

somebody can say that ldentity theory does not 5dY that the mtfﬁnang@,
of terms relating to mental actions and phys ical actions are sane,
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ect. For exan'nph? the meaning of € n_
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different. But the two terims indicate same persol

same  ob

relating to mentai a.ctions and physical actions have

) I 1. v 3.® A e | arrine 1o LY,
hut these indicate =2 e thing. So, from this we Can COMmitLs da s
(2\; ff it 1s tai«::n or Qramm. that, iha.ﬂ.sgi words related 0 menial anG
physical activities are different in meauing, they indicate same object. Bul
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v cannot substantiate their c;fpc;r»nu’ hecause some matters remu'zg 0
mental activities could be known as true wzﬂmm having any frue
knowledge about certain physical activities, On the cther hand, some
matters “eia!:zrsg ta § ot 1ys? ical activities could g o ' '

e A
having any clear idea about 2 maiter _z;"e;iaf.-*féw to 3 mental activity. I

raental and physical activity Ef'é;ma?iv refer 1o the same thing, the one ruth
leads 1o other, in other words if you know-the tnith of a certain thing
it conld be applied to the other which would alse be true, f% 5:a;Lz;,aE::
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However, hore ihe supporters of Identity theory can say tiny
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identity,. However na  vental aetivity | : ~ arE o
i, ty. However, no neptal activity is possible without physical
‘::!C ;\” t ; LEEL. - ‘ e ) . '-v ) . = o
"'. it we - considor the case raticaally. But the jdentity theory
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© true and. simodtaneousiy there could be a mental aci
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things are numericaily came the thing we say about a
*f'v&t can 311321-;‘:‘:211 ;sl? “[“L ‘n-b i:-:v in the same
be said about the other thing i

i 13 very thing is applicable about physical and mental
'7’»"3?~>'~“~’if§€5 and 1if that is possible, we cannot say that physical and
Ji-ital activity are numerically same. For exaiple, we expect an
| ?‘Aterwsensatiﬁn immediately after an acute sensation. But this does not
mean that I am expecting a special mental state stimulated by my
brain because we cannot fee! the activity of the brain and so no
question arises about an expectation. But between two objects if we
45 not leave one and expeci the other, their numerical identity will not
he hampersd. But the meaning of two objects are different though
+ =ir indicated objects can be identical and »ur desire only is
connected to the meaning of one, but it is not connected to the
meaning ot another. So, the fact that 1 can expect our mental action
without mental action cannot prove mental and physical actions as
different. Rather it includes that mental and physic{al actions are
different. For this, We _cannot prove the ldentity theory as

. qatisfactory.
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