




























i.) bJe~jA\1e or n1etaphysical ideal is1n. So, idealists are in ge11erc1l rnon ists . 
'-Q ~ 1,• f ', x p la ! n c r itica ily Berkeley t s I dea lis111. 
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t~.novvn as su bj ective 1dealisrn. The idea lis!11 pf Berkeley de11ies tl1e 
reality of the ex1ernal objects and ·reduces the.111 to the ·s11bjective id eas 
of the fi11ite n1inds. '"fhis tl1eory adn1its the existence of God and fi11 ite 
minds cnl~ · 

( In Berkeley's theory we find the .development of the empiricism of 
L ,ocke to its logical consequer1ce of idea1isn1. I-le does r1ot adn1it fhe 
exister1ce o f I .1oc.l:..e's substance and considers -matter '1S a cluster of 
qualities. All the qualities of matter, accorc! ing to Berkeley, are nothing 
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Berkeyley advocates that the existence of a thing consis ts in its being 



· . , k v .,0thing but the idc~ls of r . 

perceived~ ·'E.~.se est -per(.ip1'. As we nov 1
• • · _ _ -; .,., · Jur 

- ·._ d . . , . ·, , J "'arnat, ve and superfluo .. , 
nun· ,, the conception ot matt~1 1s a < ut, . - · l1.;:, 

-=1ssu1nption \ . . . . 

( Berke lei crit ic ises the distinction between 1~:~ primary . ~ualities 

\ 1 1. 
. j :) , t1. -1t the n.1.nary aualnies li'k 

J. ni. $econdary .q lla 1 t1 es, ano argues 11~ _: , : 
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~ecc)ndary qua l: tic~s are suUJective-. e \., · 0 i,.) 10 

thts •·t~ 0 '11·ds · 
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(l) The prim :~ ry qualities like extensio n, sol ~<~ ity etc. are perc~ived 

by the rnind. As whatever is perceived . is an 1aea, so these are also 

ideas of the rni nd . These have no extra-n1ental existence. · 

(2) The primary qualit ies like the secondary q\~a li:ies vary from. 

individual to individual. What is heavy to one person is hght to another. 

Hence primary qualities are not objective qua! ities L ,.J t ideas of the mind, 

(3) The prin1ary -qualities and the secondary qua lities cannot be 

percetved distinctly. We cannot perceive colour and extension 

separately from one another. So if _ the secondary qualities _are 

subjective, the pri1nary qualities inust also be considered as 

sup~ective) · 

~erkel~y does not recognise the reality of Locke's substance\ To 

r1:in as the existence of a thing consists in .its bei~1g perceived arlci as 

substance c<;tnnot be perceived . its existence cannot be admitted. As 

the pri1nary qualities are ideas of the 1nind there is no need of 

assun1ing the existence (';f substance to support then1. Locke himself 

ad1nits that substance is unkncnvn and unknowable. So substance 

does not exist. 

. 0ccon'.ing tr 8erke_Iey, as ob~ect can never be perceived apart from 

its sensat1ons, the ob1ect and its ~c- w : ;) 1; ·; r,c: ".1'1' ' -' -~l1:.,,.,. (;:"1r.-1e c·1'-1ir P·. A 
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identical in nature. The objects mu~t b<' i.'1"·"') 
lE.erkeley argues that an ~bject is ;_ cI t~S;l~~t..;:;· q ualitics and qualities _are 

r:othing b~t ideas of Olli minds. So the existen~e of an object is mind .. 

aependent) Attempt may be made to refute Berkeky's idealism by an 

3ppeaI. ~o ~.:omm_onsense. For refuting Berkeley's theory, Dr. Johnso~ 

struck n]s toot \v1th great force against a stone and said, 'I .refute it thus· 

But he could not refute Berkeley's theory for he- could not prove the 

existence of the extra-1nentaI reality of .. the stone substance. He has 

~irnple f-'>); PPf : ... 11 c·e . f (' . 1 • • I)' So 
,,. .t. ' • .,.~_ ... 1'., • - 0 · .,ome v1sua1 and n1uscu1ar scnsatwns on · ~ 



accordi ng to Berkeley, it is not possible to kno\v an object \,VliiclJ is not 
related to the kn(nving subject. · 

(If Berkeley's theory is considered right, the question anses how can 
w~ a.sscrt the existence of a thing when it is not being percei\ ed b/ any 
m1no Bnrk ·,'oy l , . bl b . d . G _J r- . • • ..... '"' 1-.., so , 'es tn1s pro em y intro uc1ng oa or the Inn rute J ,. \ • . .. m n1G ",\.' 11 cn ,._ b' , . . 1 • ' r. • • -

• "· 
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· an o Ject has to exist 1t has to be tne 1de:l ~ ~~,;, a mind . ai:id 
f~, : _; i,iir;d_ may not be a finite mind, it may be aiso an Infi nite mir;d or 
<J~)d _ :Jy n1t roduci ng God, Berkeley accounts ~·or the continued cxist~nce 
ot ohJccts If he had not done that, the whole \Vo rld \vc,uid have been 
red·l 1e -::-d to phys ical ~tates of an individual and ,.vou1d have logicanv led 
h i S V i --~ : \' t ~~ ;; 0 l i p S i s JTI . . ) ..... . 

l!!_erkeyleJ '-,, idealism has the following shortcomings : 
('.:1) l\ ccording to Berkeley, the existence of a thing consists in its 

be ir.g µercc ived. Bur unless a thing exists, it cannot be the object of our 
pei·cept1on. We can perceive· a thing because it exists, its existence is 
not affected by the n1ind's kno\.vledge of it. \ 

(b)l According to Berkeley, the sensibfe . object '?lue' a_nd the 
sensation of blue are identical \Vith each other. But 1n reahty, the 
objection n1ust be different from its sensation.' T\vo things rnay not b~ 
perceived apart from each 0ther but for that reason \Ve cannot 
conclude that they are identical \Vith eac_h other) . 

(c) Sainuei Alexander has rightly point~d out tha.t a, ~l~1n~. does not 
d d . . d cor 1·ts existence thou ah it so depends u. o1 der to be epen on n11n 11 , o 

known. · . f t · ""t'll c·'-i·e1'"' t~ they 
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