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F Dialectical materialism
‘Dialectical materialism is widely thought of as the philosophy of Marxism,
This philosophy is related to Marxist science, namely historical materialism,
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fone or more ways, as the philosophy of that scierice : as the “world
g’ generalised from and supported by that science.

% Dialectical materialism is cross-bred from the union of the two main
&eams of philesophy that Marx inherits and transforms : the mechanistic
faterialism of the Scientific Revolution and French Enlightenment, and

o|'s idealist dialectics. The combination of these in dialectical materialism

fiought or ideas, as Hegel holds, (b) that the material and the ideal are

fiifferent; in fact are opposites, but within a unity in which the material is

ssic or primary; (¢) that reality is governed by natural laws that science

seeks to discover. The element of dialectics claims that this reality is not a

datic substance in undifferentiated unity but a unity that is differentiated and

Fspecifically contradictory, the conflict of opposites, driving reality onwards

' a historical process of inevitable developmental change, revolutionary as

Livell as evoluticnary, and in its revolutionary changes bringing forth genuine

Fualitative novelty. The laws governing nature, society and human thought

fare dialectical in that sense, and science is the attempt to discover that.

E  In his scientific study of capitalism, Capital, for instance, Marx reveals

' that the bourgeois society has a material base, its economy, which is subject

0 irreconcilable contradictions. The gradual intensification of these

¥ contrdictions will inevitably produce a revolutionary transformation of the

' whole society frorn capitalism to socialism. Capital is an attempt to formulate

§ the Jaws of such development.

! pia]ecﬁcal materialism is the philesophy of Marxism, that is, Marxist
dievi of the world—of nature and society. In the words of J.V.5talin : "It is
called dialectical materialism because its approach to the phenomena of
nature, its method of studying and apprehending them is dialectical, while
its interpretation of the phenomenon, its theory, is materialistic”. Materialism

- and dialectics in their unity and inseparable connection constitute the theory

i and method of Marxism. It is a philosophical world outlook and at the same

' time a method of studying and understanding the world, both nature and

society.

The philosophy of Marxism is materialistic because it regards material
objects and all phenomena existing not in our consciousness (or mind), but
outside it. The material world is the source of our consciousness or knowledge.
" As Marx said, "it is not the consciousness of men that determines their
existence: but on the contrary, their social existence that determlines their
consciousness”. Thus the "materialist outlock on nature means , as says
Engels, "no more than simply conceiving nature just as it exists, without any
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foreign admixture”. Marxism, too, studies the world as it really is, witholg
any preconceived idea or notion. Therefore its theoretical foundation )
materialist philosophy. 1
Dialectics is the method of Marxism to study nature and society, *Dia !
comes from the Greek "dialego” : to converse, dispute. In ancient times
meant the art of arriving at the truth by discovering contradictions in he:§
arguments of an opponent and overcoming them. Later it came to be aPP]'_
to the phenomena of nature and developed into the dialectical method 2l
apprehending reality. b i
The principal features of the Marxist dialectical method are : :
-1~ The material world—nature and society—is not something
unchangeable. It is constantly moving, changing and developing, whe L4
something is always appearing and passing away. :
2. The material world is not mere aggregation of things or phenomena’3
that are unconnected and independent of each other; on the contrary, it i
an integrated whole in which all things, all phenomena, are interconnected: 3
and interdependent. Hence dialectics, Engels says, seeks to understand things/
"in their interconnections, in their interdependence, in their rise and?
disappearance”. e
3. Development is not fortuitous or accidental, it takes place accordings
to certain laws. To understand these laws one must know the sOUrces, the’
driving forces, of development. According to dialectics, development is "the §
struggle of opposites”. In all things and phenomena there co-exist Opposing 4
forces (i.e., contradictions) which are mutually exclusive but are so closely
connected that one cannot be separated from the other. This is what is ¥
called the unity of opposites (e.q. the north and south pales of a magnet,j'-jif
positively charged particles in an atom, income and expenditure in the work..
of a factory, assimilation and dissimilation in the life of an animal or man)
But this unity of opposites is relative, temporary, transient. A state of &
temporary equilibrium means that, at a certain stage of the developmenf
process, neither of the opposites predominate. But the struggle, conflict’:
between opposites always takes place so that one can acquire predominance,
The struggle of opposites is the inner content, the source of the deuelcpmenffﬁ
of reality. This is the dialectical law of the unity and struggle ufijg
opposites. Lenin called it the essence, the core of dialectics. L
4. Development proceeds not along a straight line; the process uﬁ;}:
development is at first slow and gradual, when quantitative changes take
place. But as these changes have sufficiently accumulated, a process of sudden %
and rapid qualitative change occurs as a result of which the old quality
disappears and a new quality appears. This sudden change from an oid toa. b
new. is called a ‘leap’ (or ‘jump’). This passage of gquantitative intg- ;
qualitative changesis a universal law of the development of the rnatedaf".g

'
L LI

world.
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g | , . rocess of renewal, of the
5 fin the material world there is the constant anu‘ This tenlacement of

2. g away of the old and the emergence of the S id :
{2 oid by the new that arises out of the old, is called negation. [‘-;[an-;tssa ldi-ci
II; dEﬂ'Element can take plaCE in any‘ EIJhErE I.H'I]«ESS ].t I'tegﬂ 25 id .E t
brms of existence”. But the new does not completely obliterate ThE i
Fieserves the best in it, assimilates it and raises it to a new, higher _IE'-"EI-
R iyihing new, however, does not remain new forever. While .:I;leueltl::pmg, i

necated by something newer, more progressive. This is the cjlaleEhFal fﬂ!;u
§of the negation of negation. The result of this second negation is again
Yiecated and so on, adinfinitum. Development thus appears as a countless
& nimber of successive negations, as the endless replacement or overcoming
A ¢! the old by the new, the lower by.the higher. The process of development
Aihould thereforetbe understood as ak{avelmpment from the simpleto the
omplex, from the lower to the higher.
-, %1:{1, il:l brief, are Th_e essential features of Marxist dialectical method.
& Dialectical materialism thus seeks to reveal the most general laws

;3': overning the development of the material world, which also constitutes its
bject-matter.
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