Chapter 33
FASCIS

Unlike communism, fascism has no systematic, well-knit philoso-
_1?*11?- Its ancestry might be traced to ancient ideas, but largely speak-
ing, it is an ad hoc doctrine formulated to serve the exigencies of
circumstances. Hysterical utterances of demagogues, pamphlets of
the propagandists and a few tracts of tendentious philosophers have
provided the scraps out of which a political philosophy of fascism
has been assembled. Moreover, the corpus of ideas that passes for
fascism has a certain vagueness about it. Myths are created, ideas
instilled into the hearts of the people and an aura of mysticism is
sedulously created to conjure up in the minds of men.

The fascist ideas are, however, in the main, integral to the pecu-
liarities of the Italian-German matrix. These have sprouted in the
wake of the aftermath of World War I when in both Italy and
Germany the economic-political-and-social pattern was at sixes and
~sevens. Every segment of society was caught in the chaos of
/ disorganisation. The lower middle class consisting of small traders, i
cultivators and salaried workers who provided the staple of the
fascist movement stood hopelessly sandwiched in between big
business and organised labour, In their effort to curb the powers
of strong labour unions the industrialists who were not really an ally
of fascism had also lent an indirect support to the fascist movement =
through financial assistance. What is more, the atmosphere of crigis-
situation was cleverly capitalised by skilled leadership. Drifting
men were enticed away by lofty ideals and eloquent prnmisr,s.' The
anxiety-ridden, jsolated, powerless humanit:,: had discovered mithe
clarion call of fascism their’ paths to salvation. It was an abject
surrender to a mystical creed which occasioned what Erich Fromm
calls sthe mm!itarian ﬂiﬂht from frﬂﬂdﬂm.ﬂ ‘

The ideology of fascism professes an organic unity of ﬂ”;“':’_':i:f_
state, and clevates the nation-state to 8 mystical height, 7078 0
~“qation of nationalism it has to cross sword with both }dmxlﬂﬂlm .
liberalism. As Marxism is its main target of attack, It seis
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epudiate all the fundaments) Marxist postulates, Thus, E_ateﬁaﬁsxy
s replaced by a mysticq) political idealism and the conception of class
jtagonism is re; in favour of the organic unity of the nation-
fate that fuses ang feconciles the antithesis of class interests. The

onary potentialiti
been put to uge by the Marxists, Hence in jts

fBscism hag come out largely a5 g counter-
the familjar Hegeli

finesse that the whole constryct;

es of Hegel had already
tirade against M

Fnhmiﬂsinn to the will of the State. As the Supreme ﬂirecting agency
M society, the state becomes the embndimmt of rationality Whereig
the individual finds his real self, As ini

lion of Fascism is the conception of
ind its aim, Fascism conceives o
Parison with which all individuals or £T0Ups are relatiye
tonceived of in their relation to the state, "
E'Beml state is not that of a directing force, guiding the
Evelupment. both material and spiritual, of 5 collective
EEIEI}" a force limited to the f'um;:tiun of Fannrding results - on the
other hand, the Fascist state is itself conscious, and hag itself o will
Eﬁﬂ'a personality—thus it may be called the ‘ethjc’ State, s

" Fascism follows the political tradition of Hegel furthe:r. antj.
liberal and even militarist implications are carefully “Aploited, g

“tate and individual, authority and liberty areﬁtmgtled a; 'NSepargh)q
ttms of a necessary synthesis.” To L it Tho ™ has jrg
“Wn solution of the paradox of liberty and authority. The *Uthority
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Modern Political Thought by William Ebenstein, p, 332,
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_of the state is absolute. It does not compromise, it does not },
it « ::Ic_:ﬂ not surrender any portion of its field to other m::r ;
religious principles which may interfere with the iudivjdua';ral X
science. But on the other hand, the state becomes a reality g
Ige_ypnsciuusnﬁi of its individuals.”® Such philosophica] ar
obviously go to create a totalitarian state at the expense of individya
liberty. These serve to cloth: an antiliberal politica) philosg L;.a
with the apparel of morality. What is more, the magnification ﬁffhf
will of the nation-state ultimately leads to the familiar Hegelian
justification of war.

The fascist philosophy marks a peculiar mixture of almost incop.
gruous elements. If, on the one hand, it extolls the nation.sqat
and custom and tradition, it glorifies, on the other, power and force
ithe genius and the superman, revolt and violence, The former i;

“derives from Hegelianism, while the latter it culls from the philoso-

phical irrationalism contained in the formulation of three ninetesnth
century philosophers—Schopenhauer, Nietzsche, and Bergson. As
Sabine writes, *......fascism has striven, somewhat paradoxically, to
unite a philosophy with a bias towards conservatism and one that
glorified revolutionary violence, an ethics that regarded conformity
as a chief virtue and one that saw ‘sacred egoism’ as the highest form
of character.”* The philosophers of irrationalism have all sought to
undermine the role of reason with the help of reason itself. The
pessimism of Schopenhauer, for instance, was rooted in the idea of
the driving force of “will” which ceaselessly operates in nature and
life in the face of which human reason stands helpless. This doctrine
of irrationality with its accent on the play of the incomprehensible
finds further elaboration in Nietzsche's idea of the superman t0
whom the masses pay homage. It was Bergson, however, who had
systematically undermined reason and subordinated it to the synthe-
tic force of institution. “His philosophy was a kind of romantic
vitalism, not only in the biological sense but in the broader sense of
secing in reality an indefinable, unpredictable, superrational creative
force.””® This tradition of philosophical irrationalism was funnelled
into fascism largely through the writings of Georges Sorel. His
emphasis on “‘the creative power of the myth" and on the role of the

* Gentile in Spahr, Reading in Recent Political Philosophy, p, 700. .
* Political Theory, p. 752, Sabine’s exposition of fascism ‘:s most lluminati®é
t Sabine, op. cit., p. 757.
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gJite as the incarpation of the genius of a people was called on to
feed the fascist creed. Thus as Mussolini spoke, “We have created
our myth. The myth is a faith, it is passion. It is not necessary that
it shall be a reality. It is a reality by the fact that it is a goal, a faith,
that it is courage. Our myth is the nation, our myth is the greatness
of the mation.™® Hitler, too, believed in the efficacy of irrational
 propaganda, the creation of myths and symbols and the need for
intelligent leadership. The anti-intellectualist strain is conspicuous in
his writings. *Like the woman”, he wrote, “whose psychic state is
determined less by grounds of abstract reason than by an indefinable
emotional longing for a force which will complement her nature,
and who, consequently, would rather bow to a strong man than .’
dominate a weakling, likewisc the masses love a commander more
than a petitioner...."” Further, “The receptivity of the great masses
s very limited, their intelligence is small, but their power of forget-
ting is enormous. In consequence of these facts, all effective
propaganda must be limited to a very few points and must harp on
these in slogans until the last member of the public understands
\ what you want him to understand by your slogan.”” In Italy writers
like Rocco sought to create the myth of a continuous national
tradition, while in Germany the myth of the Aryan or Nordic race
was given currency by philosophers like Alfred Rosenberg.
case, history is sought to be written from a particular vie
viz., the consolidation of the nation and the glorification ap
sion of national Pﬂ“’*f-f oy viilbes l >
fascism has for its objec A totalitarian state that 5 A
s entacles over every. 5pect of sogial life, Ity motto ;P
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employers and the employees, fhe guarantee of private ownership
and the provision for collective bargaining supplemented by
conciliation-boards and labour-courts, Since, however, the state i
fascist conception, towered over everything, the self-government in
industry was a mere facade,

Fascism, as it emerged most prominently in Italy and Germany
and later spread to other centres, may well be characterised as the
{‘a\eradicalism of the right.” As McGovern observes, “If liberalism |
is....=.a combination of two principles of democracy and individua- i
lism......the Fascist tradition is an expression of the two opposing |
principles of autocracy or authoritarianism and of state worship of
etatism,” Thus, it has always been devoid of any moral content ; |
rather it has sedulously tried to dress immorality with the garb of
morality. In its theoretical formulations and practical operation it |
has marked a reaction against what Talcott Parsons calls “the
ideology of the rationalisation of society”? and the werld has by this
time been familiar, through the last World War, with its terrifving
manifestations. That does not, of course, mean that history will not
repeat itself.
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