' Marxist theory of Revolution

To Karl Marx, revolution is ‘the driving force of history’ and his.
- studies were devoted to tracing the origins of this driving force,

’ /dane Brinton, The Anatomy of Revolution, Vintage Books, New York, 1960- .
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Mca;]'x’s I}i;mf.izﬂzphg lmal'ks a quest for a deeper meaning in histo-
cal reality wi e help of a distinctive method ial inqui
" ] puts it - od .of social inquiry.
“Mal:x arrives ’at tl_le philosophical meaning of the revolution by
confronting Hegel’s philosophy with the coa{;;nporary reality which

\it sought to justify and legitimize. This strategy distinguishes Marx’s

theory of revolution from most other nineteenth century revolutionary
theories, for they either deduced the revolution from a priori princi-
ples whose relation to reality was based on a mere negation of it,
or lirr_lit.ed themselves to merely empirical analysis of contemporary
reality’”.1° K

The ideas on revolution come out “of Marx’s general materialist.
views on_historical development, Social development according to
Marx, is determined by changes in the economic base of the society,

r in the forces of production and the corresponding relations of pro-

duction. As he wrote :

«At a certain stage of their development the I__n;qgcr_i_gl____:t‘_‘_qr_cga___a_pf--,
production in society come intc conflict with the existing relations
srod what is but a legal expression for the same
thing......with the property relations within which they had been
at work before. From forms of development of the forces of produc-
tion these relations turn into their fetters. Then cOMES the period

of social revolution.” . ;
Marx’s approach to «social revolution’ goes deep into the ‘‘roots of

revolution®’.’* The source of revolution can be traced t.o fundam-eq
or organic contradictions that ha}};_@ﬁ!ﬂ‘:&@md.. ised all __hl_!_h%f,t_?ﬁ&ﬁlﬁg
TS oras Th i iction is between the
exploitati cial systemas._ The chief contradictior !
cxploitative_socia_SI°7 = tions of production. While the

e : nd the rela 0 v :
means of preduction - atised, the relations of production_
. nsifies there will be more

means of production would be ‘_pgyggzi intensi
would be social. As cap 4 monopolization. With continual revo-
an jon, there will be corres-

and more centralization F product
T i ents O :
lutionization of the instrum ‘ he re]ations of pl'OdllCtlon and all the

ponding revolutionization © o -
soci . o As Marx wrote - . inati

01‘al I'Cl&thﬂS‘ Al‘l material conditions, and the combination on a

‘By maturing the it matures the contradic-

ion,
social scale of the Pl":""""""’es of pmduat S. Chand
. olitical Thought of Karl Marx, S. Chand &

10 Shlo Avinery, The S B .
COmpan;')Ttd.‘:!Ne‘{’ Delhi, 1977, P: 0 a/, Democracy; Freedom and Revolution,

theker, The 71, p. 57-
Na:iloig? gg;?fggﬁgcy private Ltd., Calcdtta, 1977, P
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tions and antagonisms of the capitalist form of production, ang

thereby provides, along with the elements for the formation of a neyw

socjety, the forces for exploding the old one.”

[ As capitalism matures, it leads to centralization of means of
"'/pré‘duction in fewer private hands. On the other side, this process
“enlarges the labour class and brings into being what Marx called
. “gocialization of labour”) To quote Marx : '

- “Along with the constantly diminishing number of the magnates
of capital, who usurp and monopolise all advantages of this process
of transformation, grows the mass of misery, oppression, slavery,
‘degradation; exploitation, but with this too grows the revolt of the
working class, a class always increasing in numbers, and disciplined,
united, organised by the very mechanism of the process of capitalist

_production itself. The monopoly of capital becomes a fetter upon-
the mode of production, which has sprung up and flourished along-.
with, and under it. Centralization of the means of production and
socialization of labour at last reach a point where they become
incompatible with their capitalist integument. This integument is

~ burst asunder. The knell of capitalist private property sounds. The
expropriators are expropriated.”2** - '

This contradiction between the means and relations of production
is organic to the society’s nature. Hence, as Aptheker points out,
“the process of revolution is part of the process of the very life and
development of the society itself.”’1? — |
~ Besides the internal or organic contradiction, Aptheker refers to
an “external contradiction” which needs to be understood in explaining
the process of revolution. The external contradiction arises out of
the fact of uneven development of all hitherto existing social systems.
Societies exist at different levels of development, also they pass
through different ‘stages of social development’. This situation of -
uneven development among the societies tends to produce conflict
and antagonism. The external conflict may intensify the internal
conflict. Again, the latter may precipitate the former. To quote
Aptheker, “The réla_tionship here, as elsewhere, is not simple and

" need not be direct, and ruling classes are not devoid of capabilities,
including the capacity to use external challenges as lightning rods for
internal difficulties. But, on the whole, uneven development with

12 Capital, Vol. 1, Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1978, p. 715.
13 Op. cit., p. 58.
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resultant conflict tends to intens;
ond finally undoing exploitative ruling classes, 14
es.”

~ To sum up, the line of 3 ;

oot i IHE Picassss Ofalgzg;::flidteveloped by Marx gives deeper
of contradiction in capitalist SOCieSt development and the sources
! developing contradictions is the ke Y.t An understanding of the
pro-esses of social revolution. ¥ fo the understanding of the

Past revolutions in hist -
sccording to Marx. In a (I)D?Itilélt“lldresslluti:een partial rfav.oluti(?ns,
ema cipates itself and attains general clo]1 : pg_rt of civic society
Revolution, for example, had destroyed feun;;?iignmzndﬂ;:tag]rizﬂzg
ﬁ:rell);n:]I:)lzligzall)oi::‘l/z?:;t;quahty or common citizenship. It was

. !l revolution. It failed to remove social evilsand
bring about a redistribution of the wealth of society.
-trulIhsogﬁ;?leszga?otziozz\%ﬁ:i in Ml?riti’lj view,. would ushti:r- in a

g ” o o lution.  Unlike Qrewm{s revolu‘tmns, it
T ey T L e
, ; y transforming the real
life of man—his socio-economic life.

The radical character of the next revolution hinges on the charac-
ter of the class that would spearhead it. The interests of the entire
society could be represented by the proletariat—the lowest stratum
of the society. As Marx wrote : «The proletariat, the lowest
Stratum of our present society, cannot stir, cannot raise itself up,
‘without the whole superincumbent strata of official society being
exploded into the air.”

The historical role of the proletariat stems from its material needs
which are also the most radical fqnd universal needs as they are linked
to a mode of production universal by the very definition.

Marx’s ideas on revolution seem to give an impress.lou of the
inevitability of revolution, as though the process f)f historical move-
ment is to automatically roll into 2 point of soc'slal -upheay.fal. The
inevitability of revolution i partly due to the-o?J?Ctll;ff'tso?ladl c‘;;)nd!&
tions at a particular period in history. Its 1nw1taf1 ity is de (;.}c;
from the intolerable conflict between the demands of reason an the

16
Unreasonableness of the status 4o

4 Op. cit., p. 59 dge and Kcegan Paul, London, 1964,
p ;;George Lichtheim, Marxi;m, Rgulle g I
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- Essentially, however, the question of inevitability of revolutiop
¢is a tautology. Marx did not conceive of revolution as a mechanicg)
consequence of the conflict of economic forces. It had to be accom.
plished by the people—*‘the revolutionary class”, which, according to
Marx, is the greatest productive force of all the instruments of
production. The revolution has to be performed by the proletariat :
at the same time it is a means of their education. As Avineri
- explains, “Since the revolution needs a conscious urge and motor
~in the form of revolutionary praxis (self-change in the proletarian
pari passu with his striving for the revolutionary goal) the dilemma
of determinism versus voluntarism is transcended by the dialectical

nature of this revolutionary consciousness.!¢

- Before a successful revolution can be accomplished, the proletariat
has to become a class ‘for itself’. Revolutionary praxis, according
to Marx, embodies both subjective and objective elements and

represents the unity of theory and practice. As he wrote in The
/ German Ideology :

“In revolutionary activity, the changing of oneself coincides'with\_"»
the changing of circumstances.” -
- Marx was a serious social scientist, and as such he refrained

from commenting, in great detail, on the exact nature and circums-
tances of the impending revolution.

Marx’s theory of revolution forms an integral part of his total
historiography. It flows out of his method of historical analysis and
stands or falls along with it. His ideas have influenced many subse-
quent writings on the causes of socjal revolutions. The critics are
generally averse to accepting the purely economic determinants of

- Tevolution : yet the impact of economic factors is never denied
by them.
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i Marx’s theory of revolution % .. revolutionist". The

arx, as Engels described him, was "before™ail’ e A
: lutionary idea was the keystone of his theoretical structure. M :

its essence a theory and programme _of revolution. It Q%f
mmuNism as a radically new state of the world, and ?f man 11'(1i fhe W thi;
fich is to be achieved by revolutionary means. This, according .
ommunist Mani festo, is what distinguishes Marxism from all pre-Mar{(lelll__
rrents of socialist thought and socialist movements, which were essentially
formist rather than revolutionary. )
"Revolution, as conceived by Marx, is a social, an economic, a
echnological, a political, a legal, and an ideological -phenomenO_n-
involves not only the transformation of man’s material conditions of life
Ejt of man himself. In Marx’s own words, "the whole of history is nothing
iita continual transformation of human nature'".?
. MarX’s theory of revolution, as Ernst Fischer has observed, "is the
Eﬁnsequence and the concentrated expression of Marx’s view of historical
tvelopment.” It is set in the frame of the materialist conception of history.
hor Marx revolution is a historical process, a product of previous slow changes
o the material conditions of society, leading to and culminating in the
fansformation of the whole society, wherein the 6ld and obsolete social
jstem is displaced by anew and progressive social system and along with it
e old ruling ‘class by a new and progressive_class. Such had been the
rocess of development of mankind, Marx and Engels wrote in the
{ommunist Manifesto, from ancient society to feudalism and feudalism to
@pitalism, thligggh a long series of revolutionary struggles bemm
ferx’s Theory of revolution is thus a theory of the Fansformation of society
A history, a theory of history itself as a process of man's revolufionary
gplution. It is a theory of social revolution, and not a political
gecident. Every revolutionary transition from one social epoch to the next
nolves a political revolution—the overthrow of the existing state and the
ionquest of political power by the revolutionary class. But Marx alwaus saw
ocial revolution” as the fundamental revolutionary fact. He viewed social
‘diolution as the whole organic process by which a new society comes into
¥ing; the political revolution is merely a momentous incident occurring at
fie climax of the process. e
HQWhat, then, are the{roots of the social revoluti%ey are, in the
st place, as Herbert Aptheker explains, the tundamental and immutable
i h{radictions inherent in all ,_class-dividgd,_ exploitative societies. These
fenitest themselves in conflicts befween classes, between the exploiter and
! =T
tfgf(allﬁlliz contradictions, however, the central is the contradiction between

—
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_the two elements of th

Political Thif

e mode of production—the productivé f0f595{

oroduction relations Th
_ . I'he fund
is the production of m vl

. ntal human acfivity, according fo Ma
aterial values for existence. Productive activityh

exclusiv : :
definito ileyl eil']d essentially sgmal in character. In production "men enterii§
lons of production" that include property relations and rigit

The production relatio
the material productive
their livings. The sum-

ns correspond to a definite stage of developmeﬁi:
forces or the actual methods by which people prodis
total of the social relations of production constii

the basis of society, over which arises an institutional superstructure. T
mode of production of material life", Marx argues, "conditions the soid

political, and intellectual life process in general".

In other words, in

Marx’s view, the actual mode of production is

basic causal factor that ultimately determines how societies are organis}
Every society in history has been characterised and indeed shaped byil-
nature of its particular mode of production. In ancient society the moded)
production was slave labour, in feudal society it was serf labour, in modf}

~ capitalist society it is wage labour. Accordingly, all these societiés have b

divided. The social relations of production have been property relatio

between the immediate

producers and those who, by virtue of their ownershi

and control of the mea

ns of production, have been able to appropriate

‘producers’ surplus product as private property: slaves and slave-ownersit
ancient society, serfs and landowning nobles in feudal society, proletarits
and capitalists in modern capitalist society. This division of society intf};

minority owning class and a majority non-owning class has beern the essenfi:2

feature of human-society so far in history.

It follows that a social revolution is a change in the mode of

e
2z
o=t

0

— —

. with consequent change of all subordinate elements of the social cOmpIéff{_

The change in the mode of production occurs as a result of the rise of a neg}

set of material producti

Ve forces which come into conflict with the existiig]

relations of production (i.e. property relations, class relations). The productit]

forces develop in such a way as to become incompati

ble with the relz '

of production. "From forms of development of the product

ive forces these

Telations", Marx says, "turn into their fetters. Then begins an epoch of socid]
e e —— i

~ revolution”.

. In order that the new productive forces may develop fully, the 0

is leads toa}

prodaction relations. i.e. class refations must be chang le |
sharpening of the conflict between classes—between the dominaiff

(exploiting) class and the subjugated, exploited classes.

The dominant clag
tions, becomes an¥

obst

whoseposition and power rests on these production rela
bstacle éle to progress and is replaced fraprocess of contlict
system of class relations which will allow the further developmen

T
ct by anotherd
t of social§

roduction. The class which achieves dominance on the

production. .

asis of these}

A



jsm 339

ons thus has a particular interest which coincides in this period with the
éral social interest of increasing material production. However, with the -

een the forces and relations of production manifests itself again in a

:‘WMﬁﬁicts or class struggles make up the fundamental
namo of recorded history and in that sense, represent, as Marx and Enge];

LA}

ded in the Communist Manifesto, "the history of all hitherto existing
wiety'. Historically, argue Marx and Engels, the feudal revolution which
Huked the transition of ancient society to feudal society and the bourgeois
Hiolutions which marked the transition to capitalist society, have been

ressive development of the productive forces a neW contradic =

f!utions within the general mode of production based upon the class
fision of society and occupational specialisation. But the modern capitalist -

o

oclety has also brought into existence a new set of productive powers that
7 "ﬁﬂf_.‘brove incompatible with the perpetuation of wage labour as the prevailing

/!

éﬁ‘de of production, since the new productive powers cannot be fully

::«-“__i'floped under bourgeois property relations, under the system of wag
our,

@z jowing incompatibility between production _which is increasingly_social,
Phidappropriation which remains private. This contradiction will be resolved

"jzt_he working class through a socialist revolution. The working class in
Mamying out its struggle against the bourgeoisie, whose interest lies in
% yeserving the bourgeois property relations, will seize political power, socialise
ilfe means of production so that the new productive forces can develop
"";ly. By transforming capital which is private under capitalism into social
“operty, the working class replaces capitalism by socialism, a society of -
Nfsociated producers.

@Ihas; according fo Marx, a social revolution is caused by the development
iliifh a mode of production of a contradiction between productive forces
4fid the social relations of production with the latter acting a “‘fetter”” upon
elfe former)But a revolution actually takes place in a revolutionary social-
15’ Eﬁiitical movement of producers as a class. It is not the material productive
¢fiwers (such as the machines) that rebel against the mode of production, it
[fithe men involved. "Of all the instruments of production”, Marx writes,
e greatest productive power is the revolutionary class itself". It is their
ifioductive power whose "rebellion” constitutes the actual revolutionary
focess. The revolt of the productive powers against the prevailing social
dations of production is manifested in class struggle in the economic arena,
himinating in the political act of revolutionary overthrow of the state.

Rewolution, Marx writes, are the locomotives of history, and class struggles

the locomotities of revolution.

‘[ ~In summary, Marx conceives of revoluti cataclysmic leap from

B_ 24

lthough the capitalist mode of production is a dynamic one, thereisa
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one mode of production to the next (feudal

4= would l?e brought about by the development of a contradiction between the
old social relations of production and the new productive forces straining for|
_____.fﬁaedpm. This expresses ftself in the intensification of ciass conflict, ushering|

in what Marx called “‘the epoch of social revolution’’. Each new revolutiorﬁq‘ '-

class within the old order develops consciousness of itsell through economic|"

R ST

and politica struggles against the existing dominant class. The result would |
be the emergence of new relations of productions and their accompanying |
_id‘?QlQ_Q?CaI forms, and the eventual establishment of hegemony by the|
victorious revolutionary class. - i
Marx stressed that no social order ended until all scope for the}:
development of its productive forces had exhausted and the new relations |-
- production had matured. Marx considered the possibility of peaceful transitionf
' in a few matured capitalist countries (Britain, USA) but he argued that thef
bulk of the socialist revolutions would be violent. His theory was based anf
s . the brérﬁisé?ﬁét revolution would occur in highly industrialised states whereas_j y
the experience of the twentieth century has been of revolutions occurring m%
semi-developed Russia and thereafter in underdeveloped societies. "

L

iIsm, capitalism, socialism)g"
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