10 Theorv of class ;4
According to Marx, all forms of society that have existed at the time ff!
wrote inevitably generated conflict between social classes, which were definé
by their E?_‘TEE'_D” economic pﬂﬁi’tiﬂ%ﬁe Communist Manifesto op
_with} -epoch-making declaration { "The history of all hitherto existing§
society is _the history of class strugales. zThiE statement contams fhrey
important propositions, First, the people whose economic position (or clasy:3
is the same also tend to act together as a group. Second, economic classs]
are the most important groups to be found in all societies; their history&:

the history of human society. Third, these classes are mutually antagonisti.'s
and the outcomie of their conflicts defines how society develops. Marx':

theory of class is thus not simply a theory o social structure; ity
also, and moreimportantly, a theory of change. %
~ Concept of class :

Neither Marx nor Engels clearly defined the concept of class. In the ]aﬂ"‘ |
chapter of Volume Ill of Capital, Marx refers to the three great classes o]
capitalist society: the landowners whose income derives from rent, the:
capitalists whose income comes from profit, and the wage workers whoss
income is derived from the wages of labour. But it is also evident from aﬂ

~ Marx's formulations that he sees the basis of classes in the immediate proces:
of production, distinguishes between them according to the principal forms’}
of income, and attributes to thern a specific clags-consciousness determined: |
by their position in the process of production{ Mara 's essential ideas’

regarding classes may, then, be explained as tollows : | E -
(:, x ﬁ__ ar's concept of class has a polarised character, ie., 2 class exists’)
—only in opposition to another class. A group of people does not Decome 3

class simply becau Fevénue (income) comes fro ame §
source; it must also be in a state of conflict with another &ass or Classes over

the distribution of revenue! this is not sufficient either. Since workers, -f
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Fﬂalistﬁ and landowners in fact all derive their rmrEnue from the same
i Bice, namely the value produced by the workers' labour, and since the

B thig value is distribyted depend ﬂn%hﬂmmthem of preducti
i i it -‘? f‘l‘fewmni'l%tscntencﬁ H_Lgli?é’ ' L'H

: ;* e to confro means r::f ]}TDdl.lf:ﬂDn and therefore to enjov the values
Jforated by others’ surplus labour) places on one side the possessing Jand
{1 o the explniﬁngi&lassea who oWn the means of production and thérefore
*' ;surplus ue of the worker's labour, including industrial aiid commercial
(Jepitalists and landowners {On the other side are the classes exploited, who
i nothing but their owrrlabour power and E&_f}'iigﬂi_lﬂ_&gﬂ_ﬂ. 5
"f mary criterion in its general form is also Spplicable to pre-capitalist class-
Aumation-such as serfdom and feudalism,

Another essential feature of a class s tt that it shows spontaneous

L wlidarity in its opposition to other classes; ough this does not prevent

{Emembers from being rivals to one an ~while the rivalry between
Yepitalists does not In Tsell harm the inferests of capital as a whole,

? iimpetition between workers does harm the interests of the working class.

i J.':'r An essential featre of Marx's concept of class is that he rejects
;ﬁca‘hc}n according to scale of income or relative share in the social
Hrdict, A person s share in the national income does not determine —
i pldce in the class system but is determined by it. A teacher may

2m less than a skilled worker, but this does not affect the class he belongs
i -

4 Lr FW@M&MM of a class is l:hcﬁweuer that
§ re should be a germ of |class mnsr:musngs___}an elementarylsense of
Iu mon interest and )
drdeed exist "in itself” without being a class oritself" . 1.e. aware

': . ole in the social process of production and distribution. But before
4te can speak of class there must be real community of interest, manifesting

1 practice. This "subjective” dimension of class is very important for, as

Narx wrote in The Eighteenth Brumaire, the vast mass of peasants "living
gnsimilar conditions but without entering into manifold relations with one \
{rother do not form a class”. Without class consciousness a class has no
-*- e than a potential existence.

. In other words, a large group of people, even if they share the same
fenomic activity and the same mode of life, do not necessarily represent a
Jwial class. For there to be a social class, there must be a consciousness of

yity, a feeling of separation from other social classes, ang the desire for
femmon action. For there to be a class the "objective” common economic
fluation must be supplemented by "subjective” class consciousness of .
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common interest in order to wage a common battle against other commaig,
special interests which are antagonistic. A class is born in the class
struggle. This is categorically expressed by Marx : "Separ:ate individuals:|
7ot a class only to the extent that they must carry on a common struggé |
__against another class”. i
L For Marx, therefore, the basic model is a two-class strurtumfl-. ;
ugh a i iou s. he divides the capialst).
society into two great classes only—the wage _earnersm ard 4.
the capitalists— ese are the only two groups who have g
contradictory images)jof what society should be and have also a definite#y-
'ﬁ:ﬁﬁﬁmﬁd histo purpose. The mode of existence of the industri
workers determined in capitalist society makes them conscious of their classt
identity and class solidarity; they gradually realise that capitalists and manages {
constitute an enduring opponent, They have a conception of an alternative:}:
society and, therefore, constitute a "social class in the true sense of Ihﬁ
word, a class which is politically and historically defined by a will of its c-u.u]f-
The will of the working class is thus in fundamental opposition to '
capitatists.{’i’here are various intermediate strata and gmup_q'é;' (such g

merchants, thiddle class, petty bourgeoisie) within andl betweenthese tug:
classes, but these groups do not constitute separate classzg;n the course did

istori lopment thegwill_be compelled to join eitfier of the tu
opposing campé :|the carip of the working class or the camp of the capitalifg'y.

g

The of the conflict between the ca Jfaﬁtﬁﬁﬂﬂm_lgf :
Tbe the abolition of classes, and the establishment of a classless commung:

u i - ———— T-'_l'—'" “il_ .
This isﬁ’in a nutshell, Marx's theory of class, b 3
Critical evaluation e
Marx's theory of classes has been subjected to several criticisms. o F

Many sociologists have described Marx's theory of classes as "economif |
determinist”. The criticism, however, is wrong. For Marx, we have seen,3 I
group of individuals constitutes a class where the "objective” econamik:
situation is 5upp1ementad by "subjective” class consclousness of commay§ &
interest in order to wage a common action against another class or classes § -

+ For Marx, class is not simply an “economic DhEHDmEFlGn" but a 5“"‘?!
and political one. In his view those who possess economic power, thali
the owning class in society are also the ruling class. Power, wealth, and '

‘. social prestige and culturally distinctive ways of l'[_f.::_'; undoubtedly form i+

different pattern—a "culture of class"—for each social class. But the weigih 5|
of each of these factors is not equal, for it is the relationship of a personjo} !
primarily determines his class position. .

m of production that ) A
Q E_ﬁ;}_@w said tﬁegjeci the existence of ﬂihgr C[@ﬁ it
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.and other forms of conflict under @pjj;allsm,._]h___._.—-_.ﬂ critIF.ism betrays - -
. el 101msS Of . recogniged the existence of other

e e . have noted
Ewg [:"{'E__w e . m_}:!lﬁ_‘ﬂﬁh'i-me fmdamental E‘Dﬂ!! EE

i
is between the two greatclas: —
Tass in aqvanced capitalist societies has laile elap

pected. Indeed, there is little sign of the development

“of class consciousness among the industrial workers.
‘:m{has M&mtfﬁ_i[l_adyﬂnced Eaij_ﬁaﬁﬁt
sscleties;on the contrary, the middle classes-are swelling in numbers.
”ﬁﬁmﬂ& Peter Worsely and G. D. Mitchell have observed that while
Mar s theory is highly useful in ana]ﬁmg'__scr?ial and political conflicts in
“eapitalist sociefies during a particular peried, its utility and relevance elsewhere *
“yemuch less clear, "Yet the theory is supposed to be universally valid”. -~
I 1 The origin of classes St
_-‘f‘m?rdmg to Marx and Engels, a necessary, although not sufficient, condition
-r.:._nrllne emergence of class distinction is the development of productive forces
'?'_J'!'hmh a“,‘jw"' the creation of a surplus product, that is, output in excess of
%km‘.‘f‘“@ to ensure the reproduction of that level of output, This is because

e principal class relationships are always those in which one or mare
idﬂﬂes appropriate the surplus produced by the labour of other classes.
_{_ﬁng:aLs deals this question elaborately in The Origin of the Family and The
stateand The Anti-Duhring. In opposition to Duhring's theary that class

dowed their origin to the use of force, Engels pointed out neither pro rfS
;r;;{}ﬂre:qpfﬂltaﬂﬁn were the result of violence. Property was based i P? Y

ot output exceeding the needs of the producer, and exploitation presy uction
_g[ﬂ,e inequality of property. Then he explains how class distinctions Iﬂ;ar:l]:a1b|pfl:1 sed

4 In the first place, production of commodities led to the e uaif‘lsen.
i-possessions and these were bequethed from one e ation ;‘Ela lt!i;1 of
Alhus arose a hereditary aristocracy, which was based an cixsbon U??t er.

% nnt give rise to aristocracy. - vidlence

Z} Secondly, in order to defend themselves primitive communities had to

appoint some individuals for the purpose of defence, and the i
“teated were the germ of political power. The institutions of defenes Lis
Fadministration that were at first socially necessary became in i herzzand
Fustates, independent of society and standing, as it were, over jt. itary
&7 Thirdly, the natural division of labour within triba] communities oo
class form when technical progress and economic development cany: ﬂ;’:
sible to use slave labour by conquest. Slavery made possible for e f?

$hme a division of production into broad categories—industry and E’El‘ic:ultugt
#and hence the whole political system and {:l_.tiil.:_lre of the ancient world. [t wa_';
%ﬂ}us a condition of the great progress of civilisation up to the present day
i)
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in the division of labour. This was thie condi Elr ultimate origin layly’

tion of the whole evolution &2 12
the human race, and was therefore the cause of Private property, inequalii/:}
exploitation, and oppression. ' 2l

12 Theory of class struggle 2 1

}?ﬂcurding to Marx, class struagle is the dri ving force of soci gi-z-.'-'-"
N his view man is essentially a social being. He writes that, "society does ndf*§

“consist of individuals

sorganisations of all societies, affer the Break-down of communities based on "

/ q , change the terms and conditions of their subjection or h:?nd it altogether, )

:‘"*f:[ ROW ﬂpendh fight, a fight

 but expresses the sum of interrelations, the relations -1

within which these individuals stand” {The most impﬂrtanhgnf ﬂmse@ﬁm \

is the relations of production which Ten Shtsr into in“social production. &)
These relations are |

istic \and "conflictual because in the economic’; i

primitive communism, a minorit of individuals came to own and control i
the Wearsof production mwere enabled to exploit ruits of direcf=
foducers ﬁﬁw 10 Were deprived o ownership. Society thus was dig ed into

e owning and the subject (exploited) dlassas 7 g

Historically(_the existence of. classes -bound up with a particular 8
historical phase in the history of production, It arose in the past when &
technical progress and economic developmment made it possible to use
slave labour obtained by conquest and the natural division of labour within
the tribal communities took on a class form. Slavery made possible the
division of social production into broad categories—agriculture and 3
industry—which led to the creation of private property in the means of
production. The property owners by virtue of their controlling power in 3
the organisation of the production system could enjoy the surplus product *

created by others’ labour, The society was thus split into the "haves” and
“have nots", exploiters and exploited, the m[n:-zrﬁﬁth\g@l?ﬂmmzj
the condition of development of mankind, The developmertt of society. i~ ;

ancient society, as in Rome, there were patricians and plebians, freemen
and slaves; in the Middle Ages there were feudal barons and serfs, quild
burgesses and journeymen-——a complicated arrangement of society with "a -
manifold gradation of rank” interests of all these classes were mutually 1
o ed and irreconcilablefAll these societies, therefore, became a thealre

of conflict—conflict between the economically dominant classes (an '
politically dominant) in society and the subject classes who wanted to

Marx and Engels write in the Communist Manifesta); Freemen and ..
bians, barons and serfs, quild burgesses and
pressor and the oppressed stood in ‘Sharp

ey carried on uninterrupted, now hidden, - -

at each time ended either in a revolutionary

journeymen—in a wﬂrcﬁ.
opposition to each other

A
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: - jon of the whole society or in the common ruin of the contendi
56 Y IS ﬁﬂ&m led to the r'!vzzhﬂacemepﬁ?ﬂf the ancient society
4.. +én slavery by feudalism. The Transition from feudalism to capitalism
: uced by a struggle between the landed aristocracy (the dominant

i "and the rising capitalist class (the subject class). In this struggle the

pletariat which was born ah::ng with the capitalist class supported the

hst class because it had interest to destroy feudallsm‘—‘Er\'”N

2 mtalism which Thus emerged in the nineteenth-century Europe did
kst do away with classes and class conflicts; it has established new classes,
42 conditions of oppression, new forms of strugglel It has however,

irording to Mark and Engels, simplified class conflicts ty dividing the society

Fid two_great hostil e bourgeoisie (the Gwners of tapifali-and
e trolatariat (] mﬁhﬁﬁmnﬂi is inherent in the
Jrasuslem. and it cannot be resolved within pitalist system because
A4 conflict essentially arises from the determination of mec:l ie to
: as much surplus labour as possible from the proletarians, The
3 E}Etaﬂans cannot liberate themselves fram exploitation and dominatid
#ithout abolishing the class system itself. e ks
A Hence Marx and Engels made their epoch-making statement in the

Ehmmumst Manifesto :

"The histm_-g of | the hithgt& existing society is the history u_f gitan

: n'ﬂﬁsstmgg!e TR R
T Taking class stmggle as the motive force of historical change, Marx arx argues
ha‘t"in capitalist society two classes, only two classes, the bgurge&me 2 and
“¥e proletariat, face each other in irreconcilable conflict. iHe reco%that )
“pere exist gther strata and groups like merchants, petty bourgeois, shop-,7"
pers, managers and professionals such as accountants, but in the course
development of capitalism they would join where their true "interests" lie:

e camp of the proletariat or the camp of the bourgeoisie. This “intermediate
" has no vision of alternative sociely, Unly the proletariat and the

eoisie have truly contradictory ideas of what society should he and
also definite political and historical nlarpﬂse o
- M anx's view, capitalism as an economic sgfgﬁfm has become increasingly

ifficult to sustain, that it generates increasing number of crises. These crises,
which have ar:luerse consequences for the wage- earners, increase the - .
of expleitation of the wage-labourer. The result 1immeaslng industrial v .-
political strife—every strike or lock-out, and every polifical demonstration, " -."-‘ K
ing an Fndiﬂfhjm of the increasing conflict between the bourgeoisie and 1.+

-

{the proletariat|in In the course of this struagle, the proletarians would become
wonscious of itheir class identity and class-solidarity. At this pont the ———

proletarians are being transformed from a "class-in-itself” to a "class-for-

I
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~itsel—in ﬂﬂlﬂf words, the proletarians would orgaglﬂe themsel

w4 on e of actiong)ovedhrow-the-capiials
-|I: uiU“'f s hode of production and establish the dictatorship of the proletariat (i.e. Thﬂf :
w*—“‘l"‘wﬂletanat organised as the ruling class). This proletarian state [ abolish=4-

snie2?™ the system of private ownership , of the means ST production by establishing: |
‘-f"f" social ownership, thus abolishing all classes and class domination as such

fe Wi ually ererge a classless communist societyiof "

o

f

'l.l.l'hll::h the free deueiﬂpmem of each will |

#J:@ﬁu
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Cnﬁcs have pmntaf seueral | imes;e:s imi ﬁar}: sﬁuﬂﬁ ey

struggle as the motive power of history, "< anrodig by b
1. Many of the conflicts mentioned in The Communist Manifesto were:x
in fact conflicts between status groups. Marx and Engels, of course, recﬂﬂﬂlﬁedﬁ
it in the same text. "”5-‘- :
2. Neither Marx nor Engels gave adequate illustrations, except in the case .
of transition from feudalism to capitalism, to show that a particular class was - 5B
the harbinger of a new society. Professor Bober has noted : "The Elﬂ{:lEJ‘If':’
slaves did not erect the feudal system, nor the serf or journeymen the CEI]IJI'[&[]EJL-& :
system. History does not demenstrate that the {-lzr:p]{:nted class of one smelt'_..r»" :
is the architect of the next social organisation”.” C. Wright Mills has
commented: "Capitalism did not come about because of a class :-,trug-gJe 5
between exploited serfs and nobles or between journeymen and E?{p]mﬂfﬂk :
guildmasters. The economy and the society of the bourgeoisie grew up as an
inde nt structure within feudalism ™
; ! Professor Sorokin calls Marx's theory wrang because lL-d_._Pi i
ik 4 recognise the importance ggther antagonisms in society such a
" .« of racial, national and reli 5. Marx, Ff course, did not ﬂverlmk
! i_d_'s;l"' ‘n these antagonisms but, in his view, thesre conflicts do not result in sogial -
\ tﬂ_fmn"‘"a%fﬁﬁ"r’

i
I et 1 _—L‘_‘___j_H_\_ﬂ.\_-\_-\'l.\_J—\—\__\_\__\-“.-."

e R

§ - istory has failed to substantiate
| ﬂ;.v” jal cam t-cl ict, far from growing in mten;jly 3
' hasﬁen mstlmt"_nﬁfﬁirn advanced t:apltallat sr::i:lg];;,_ n the slum-boom:
cycle, the class struggle 15 s intermittent and sometimesaltogether absent. A =
revolutionary class consciousness of the workipg class in the advamad
1 B particular problem } -
sed by American and some West Eliropean s foties where neither mass i
communist parties nor political class struggles on an extensive scale hEiI.FE‘
ver erperged. e |
polarisation of classes has not cccurred; in the course of e:at{:ﬂ'ca.hsmi:I 5

ory class structure haa nnt been ﬂmphhed as Marx expected, into 1,,,,,,:, ks o

I_u —— T TR




' Marxism

’- dasses. On the contrary, the class structure in capitalist society has become
by : : Marx and Engels as well as the
. ngly complex and differentiated, as has changed in
i first generation of Marxists studied it in its emergent Fnrm, C_ l ]!g alians
“;g;_ sgnificant ways. Contrary to Marx's prognosis, the size {ff the e f th
| has increased not diminished, and it is increasing relative tﬂ‘S'lj'EE o § hE'
3 working class in advanced capitalist societies. In regard fo 59“31-“?5 of the
. erstwhile Soviet Union and of Eastern Europe, the modern Marxists have
- been confronted with the problem of deciding whether movements of
. opposition and rebellions as have occurred are class conflicts, or, if not,
. what social forces do they represent. Here the interpretation depends upon
, one’s own judgment as to the existence of a new class structure and the
emergence of a new class in these socialist societies. It is also evident that in
some of these societies national struggles have acquired great importance,
i even overshadowing the solidarity of the working class as reflected in the
intermicine civil wars in some societies. This phenomenon is of wider
significance for in the Western capitalist countries, too, in the past few
decades, social conflicts have involved not only, or even mainly, classes, but
national, ethnic or religious groups. Bottomore observes, "Modern Marxists
are yet to comprehend these divisive struggles in the framework of a consistent

. theory, and to determine empirically the specific importance of class conflicts
. indiverse structural and historical conditions”.
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the existence of classes is only bound up with particular historical phases j, the
development of production, (2) that these classl—sltrugfglzjnecesﬁtj:r|]y leads 5
dictatorship of the proletariat, (3) that thlua d-lcmtnsﬂft; Eﬂ: only constifutes the transigiy,
to the aboli all classes and to a classless .
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place they occupy in a historically determined system of social production, by their
elation...to the means of production, by their role in the social organization of labour,

and, consequently, by

and the mode of acquiring it."
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